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RESPECT FOR A LANGUAGE 


| JUST HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO SEE 
a mimeographed booklet of “Jew- 
ish Mother Goose Rhymes” issued by 
the Bureau of Jewish Education of 
Cleveland, Ohio, and I was amazed at 
the progress that has been made in 
the past few years in the way of teach- 
ing the Hebrew language to young- 
gers. The problem is one that has 
puzzled Hebrew educators for a long 
time. Many different methods have 
been employed at various times, with 
but little success, it must. be admitted. 
These ranged from the “Ivrith B'lv- 
ith” system—Hebrew taught through 
speaking the language to the children 
—to the pebble method, according to 
which a sentence represents a river and 
each word a pebble. As the child 
learns to step from pebble to pebble, 
it eventually reaches dry land again. 
In time it might even learn to hop 
aross on one foot without losing 
balance. 


The “Mother Goose Rhymes” men- 
tioned above offer a novel elaboration 
of this method—let the pebbles be 
placed across a dry street—in case any- 
one stumbles, no harm will have been 
done. The rhymes are interlarded with 
Hebrew words which should thus be- 
come familiar. The following are some 
examples: “Sing little Tzipor / Sing 
me a Shir, / Sing little Tzipor, / Aviv 
is here.” Or: “Lucy Locket lost her 
pocket / Filled with Chanukah Gelt. 
...” Chanukah Gelt is not a Hebrew 
term, of course—the second word at 
any rate. But then this little manual 
of rhymes has still another purpose in 
that “it will be helpful in teaching 
Jewish holidays and ceremonials.” And 
as long as one feels that it is all right 
to teach children “Sing me a Shar,” 
why shouldn’t it be equally desirable 
to say “Sing me a Lied” or to include 
any other word that has some Jewish 
idiomatic meaning no matter what its 
linguistic roots and origins. 


I am not an authority on pedagogi- 
cal methods, and as long as so many 
other attempts have proved inadequate, 
why not try this one too? That it will 
be fun for the kids, there can be no 
doubt. At a certain age children fre- 
quently try to develop languages of 
their own, anyway, by prefixing a letter 
to each word or some similar trick. 
But whether it will serve its purpose, 
is open to question. 


There is still another factor to con- 
sider. Each language has its own spirit: 
and also its rights. Arbitrarily mixing 
two different languages is an injustice 
to the languages and promises no good 
to those who do so. From time to time 
New words are incorporated into a 
language, or two tongues may merge 
Organically to form a new one. But 
that is a spontaneous process that de- 
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SO 





velops according to inner laws of its 
own. The mixture of Teutonic and 
Latin elements in English do not pre- 
sent a jarring aggregate. Hebrew and 
Slavic elements adopted by Yiddish 
were modified, in form or pronuncia- 
tion, over a long period of time, until 
they became integral parts. This can 
hardly be said of “Sing little Tzépor.” 

One should show some respect for 
a language, one’s own or another. 
Otherwise not an improvement but a 
jargon will result. Perhaps we should 
learn a lesson from our grandfathers. 
When they were in the midst of a 
benediction over the bread at table 
and noticed that the salt was missing, 
they would say “nu ...oh... melach 
(salt)” and by various gestures try to 
indicate what was needed to complete 
the ritualistic beginning of the meal. 
But they would not, in these circum- 
stances, break in with a foreign word. 
That was extreme to the point of be- 
ing funny. Yet there was something 
to it. 


A great many sins are being com- 
mitted in this respect. The Yiddish 
press commits the most flagrant viola- 
tions and a headline may read some- 
thing as follows: “Gangster hot 
Gekidnapped a boy.” But devotees of 
Hebrew are not innocent either. If 
one looks through some publications of 
an organization like Hashomer Hatzair 
or Habonim, one is often left per- 
plexed by the multitude of Hebrew 
words completely unintelligible to a 
person who does not know the lan- 
guage. There is usually a glossary at 
the end, but just imagine having to 
read a book that requires a glossary 
of foreign words. The same people 
who insist that their members learn 
to write and speak correct Hebrew, 
have no compunctions as regards pep- 
pering the English language with for- 
eign words. Noble as the educational 
motives may be, the result is not grati- 
fying and of doubtful benefit. 

S.K. 
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“WHEN THAT Hour Comgs” 


WWD UT WHEN that hour comes, and if it comes, I 
shall be found in the very front lines of those 
who give battle to race prejudice, to anti-Semitism.” 
Noble words, the above, coming from Senator 
Gerald P. Nye at a hearing of a Senate committee in- 
quiring into charges that the movie industry has’ been 
carrying on propaganda to draw this country into war. 
And yet not so noble, Mr. Senator! As a matter of 
fact, on closer examination they are shameful words, 
despite their apparent heroic tone. 


Let us give a longer excerpt from the Senator’s 
statement so as to get the matter more clearly. Said 
the Senator: “...Whether we get in or stay out of war, 
when the full burden of those very costly months 
comes to rest upon the people of our country, it is but 
natural to expect that a perplexed, angry, burdened, 
unemployed people will be ready to respond to the 
agitators who will want to help them find the scape- 
goat responsible for it all . . . Organized forces and 
their leaders will find a goat. Who that goat will 
most likely be we have good reason to recognize from 
what we are hearing and seeing every day. I dread it. 
I detest that hour bringing this race prejudice into our 
politics and our thinking. I wish those who would be 
its victims would sense the possibilities and afford a 
conduct that would not lend itself to fanning later on. 
But...” and then follow the words quoted above. 

Senator Nye is an isolationist. That is his privilege. 
He feels that the movie industry should be investig- 
ated. That is his right too. But his chief reason for 
accusing the movie producers of “war propaganda” is 
that they are foreign born and have animosities car- 
ried over from abroad. The Senator refuses to realize 
or to admit, it seems, that a person, be he a movie 
magnate or a brush salesman, may have animosities 
toward Hitlerism that are based on concern for the 
welfare of the United States and preference for the 
democratic order as well. By placing the accent 
squarely on the racial and geographical origins of the 
producers whom he dislikes and ignoring all other 
factors, he is guilty of introducing the element of 
racial prejudice himself. 

That is not all, however. There is a pattern in the 
Senator’s words which has of late become all too 
familiar. We have discussed it before and are now 
returning to it only because of the ominous threat 
implied in its constant reiteration by many isolation- 
ists who until yesterday were known for a good 
measure of liberalism and sane thinking. First in im- 
portance is the dangerous assumption of “Der Tag,” 
or “that hour” as Nye calls it, when the Jews would 
be made to pay for—for everything it would seem. If 
the United States joins the war and emerges victor- 





ious, it would be for the lives of soldiers lost. Should 
the war end in defeat, then, obviously, it would be the 
Jews’ fault. And even if the isolationists should have 
their way, and the United States stay out of the war, 
the Jews would still have to pay for the unemploy- 
ment, taxation, perplexity. As you see, all possibilities 
are accounted for. Then follows a repeated insistence 
on the part of these would-be liberals that “that hour” 
is inevitable and even the best intentions of Nye, 
Wheeler, Lindbergh—and they have best intentions, 
you may take their word for it—could not prevent it 
After that usually follows a broad hint, which is more 
of a threat, that “Jews so conduct themselves” as to 
gain the good will of Nye or Wheeler. The final cli- 
max is reached in a glorious outburst of oratory in 
which they promise ever so faithfully to take the part 
of the Jews when “that hour” comes. Between one 
isolationist speaker and another there are discrep- 
ancies. Some say all Jews are pro-war. Others admit 
knowing some who aren't. But the basic pattern is 
the same throughout. 


We have too much respect for the intelligence of 











such isolationists as Senator Nye not to credit them 
with knowing what they are doing. Despite all pro- 
testations to the contrary, they must therfore be aware 
that they are actually aiding the growth of anti-Sem- 
itism. The very business of fostering and spreading 
the legend of an inevitable “that hour.” Could any- 
thing be more vicious and more calculated to condi- 
tion people to act on such a legend? Since when is 
panic-mongering — of which Senators Nye and 
Wheeler and others like them are guilty—conducive 
of peace and mutual harmony? Men intelligent 
enough to become Senators should know this. They 
probably do. So much greater is the blame attaching 
to them. 


The hypocrisy of these noble sounding statements 
is glaring. If Senators Nye and Wheeler sincerely 
believe that Jews are “war mongers” who place theit 
own interests above those of the United States, what 
justification is there for the false, saccharine words 
about coming to our aid on “that hour”? If they do 
not believe this malicious Nazi charge, what right 
have they, representatives of large groups of Amet- 
ican citizens, to repeat this charge without branding tt 
as false? Gentlemen isolationists, be a littke more 
frank and a little less noble; we will all be better of 
for that. 


There is still another shocking aspect to these state 
ments—the low esteem in which these people hold 
the citizens of this country. Does Senator Nye, who 
takes it for granted that the Jews will be the goat and 
will suffer at the hands of their fellow citizens, feel 
that the people of this country will “inevitably” sue 






























NTIEK 


aiianen. i 


Should 
be the 
d have 
1e war, 
mploy- 
bilities 
istence 
t hour” 
f Nye, 
ntions, 
vent it. 


nal cli. 
tory in 
he part 
en one 
liscrep- 
; admit 


tern is 


nce of 
t them 
11 pro- 
aware 
ti-Sem- 
eading 
id any- 
condi- 
rhen is 
re and 
\ducive 
Lligent 
They 
aching 


ements 
ncerely 
e theif 


e state 
le hold 
e, who 
yat and 


as, feel 
y > suc: 




















SEPTEMBER, 1941 


cumb to the false incitements of anti-Semitic agita- 
tors? Does Senator Wheeler feel the same way about 
the citizens of Montana? Surely, people who had dis- 
played the intelligence to elect Nye and Wheeler 
should be credited with more true American tolerance 
and understariding. Why then these statements, each 
of which hides a sneer of contempt for the “barbarous 
Americans” who inevitably would attack the Jews? 
Are they not calculated to lend authority to the an- 
nounced agitators? 

We had raised most of these questions before in 
connection with a liberal isolationist magazine, and 
its editors sagely informed us that telling Jews they 
must think a la Lindbergh, or else, was not a threat, 
but merely a friendly warning. The thinness of the 
explanation is obvious. We do not like to fling about 
charges of anti-Semitism. After all, it is clear that the 
existence of anti-Semites is no joy for us. The more 
there are, the worse off Jews are. But despite Senator 
Nye’s and Senator Wheeler’s anger at being so 
charged, we must repeat that they are playing a dan- 
gerous game, dangerous not only for Jews, but for the 
United States as a whole. And not even Nye’s assur- 
ance that: “I have splendid Jewish friends,” will 
mend the matter. 


THE RUSSIAN FRONT 
A FTER ELEVEN weeks of fighting, Nazi ad- 


vances in Soviet Russia have slowed down to a 
crawl. That the war in the East will be drawn into a 
winter campaign is now conceded by practically 
everybody. And the hope that the Nazi legions may 
be defeated on Russia’s plains, or at least that they 
may receive the blow which will assure their final 
rout, now appears as a plausible and cheering possi- 
bility. 

We know that it is too early for cheers, and that 
final defeat for Nazi Germany is still not around the 
corner. Leningrad has been surrounded. Kiev is be- 
sieged. Odessa is hemmed in on all sides and all the 
Ukraine west of the Dniepr has been occupied. But 
on the other side of the ledger there is the fact that 
after nearly three months of blitzkrieg the Nazis have 
not accomplished their objectives. There is the addi- 
tional and very significant fact that the Russian 
people have manifested great bravery and self-sacri- 
fice, almost unequalled in any previous campaign of 
this war. Within the past few days there have also 
come reports of Russian counter-attacks and Nazi re- 
treats, the first since the outbreak of the war. 

It must be conceded that the resistance of the Sov- 
iet Russian army, which may now rightly be described 
as heroic, has come as a pleasant surprise to many. 
Those who were informed about the practices of the 
Soviet dictatorship and its methods of grinding all 
kinds of criticism, disagreement and opposition into 
the dust, felt grave doubts on the score of the enthu- 
siasm of the Russian people to fight for their regime. 
Would peasant boys whose families were “collectiv- 
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ized” by force remain completely devoted to their 
leaders? Would city workers, who for years were 
made to toe the Stalinist line under threat of exile or 
death, display self-sacrifice for their political com- 
misars? Did not Russia’s war against Finland prove 
its unreadiness to cope with a much stronger enemy? 

These questions have now been answered and for- 
tunately the doubts have proved wrong. The soldiers 
of Russia have stood the test better than any others 
with the exception of the English. Reports from Mos- 
cow and Leningrad tell of a civilian population that 
remains calm under bombardment even as did the 
people of London. The two year friendship between 
Moscow and Berlin luckily seems to have left no 
mark on the population and the hatred of the Nazi 
invaders is at white heat. Fortunately for humanity, 
Molotoff’s former prattling about the understanding 
between Russia and Germany that was “cemented by 
blood” made no impression at all on the pepole of 
Russia. 

One lesson stands out from the events of the past 
weeks. The Nazi menace can be met either by a 
regime that is built on parallel totalitarian lines and 
bends the people to its will by the use of all means, or 
by a genuinely democratic political regime under 
which faith in democracy and the justness of its cause 
stand firm. The events of the past two years force this 
conclusion upon us. No country wherein the steadfast 
faith in democracy has been undermined by various 
concealed and’ open forms of appeasement and the 
people have been divided by racial and group hatreds, 
can long resist the Nazi legions. 


But this hope which Russia’s resistance holds out 
for the final destruction of Hitlerism should not blind 
us to the immensity of the catastrophe that has now 
befallen the Russian regions already occupied, nor to 
the fact that other areas will very probably be sub- 
jected to it before the final collapse of the Nazi 
hordes. In his speech broadcast throughout the world 
Prime Minister Winston Churchill declared that the 
Nazis are literally destroying entire groups of civilian 
populations in regions of Russia they occupied. There 
are no grounds to doubt this statement. 

In occupying a large part of the Ukraine, the Nazis 
have seized another part of eastern Europe containing 
a dense Jewish population and, as could have been 
expected, the Jews are again paying a disproportion- 
ate price in life. From Russian sources there have 
come reports of inhuman pogroms against Jews in the 
cities of the Ukraine. Much as one might wish to 
hope that these reports are wrong, as have been many 
others that have emanated from the Soviet realm in 
recent years, there appears to be every reason to 
believe them this time. The practices of armies in 
occupied towns is one of the beastliest manifestations 
of war. Bear in mind that the Nazis had to fight 
bloody battles before entering the Ukraine, their 
hatred of Jews and especially of “communist Jews” 
(and Jews living in Russia are to them, ipso facto, 
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communist Jews) and it unfortunately begins to 
appear that the Russian reports of extensive and hair- 
raising Nazi pogroms are true. In these activities the 
Germans will probably find plenty of allies. The 
Nazis are appealing for sympathy and assistance to 
Ukrainian nationalists. Any Ukrainian thirty-five 
years old or over has clear memories of 1918 and 
1919 when the lives and property of Jews were at his 
mercy. It is hardly likely that during the past twenty 
years all of them have sprouted humanitarian wings 
under the Soviet regime. 

Within a brief quarter century Ukrainian Jewry is 
being subjected to merciless pogroms for the second 
time. The traces of the former experience had hardly 
been forgotten; homes, hospitals and asylums still 
contain the permanently scarred victims of those hor- 
rible days, and now again the deluge of blood is 
engulfing that unfortunate country. 


RUMBLING OF REVOLT 


T HINGS ARE happening in Nazi occupied Eur- 
ope—in France, in Norway, in the Balkans. The 
strictly censored reports undoubtedly fail to tell the 
whole story, but even from the meager details that are 
released or that are smuggled out here and there, 
there emerge the outlines of a good sized upheaval. 
Least news comes from the Balkans. That is only 
natural considering the difficulty of sending out in- 
formation and the general remoteness of that back- 
ward area. But undetailed reports tell of increasing 
guerilla warfare in Serbia that grows apace despite 
endless executions of suspected persons, of boycott 
and sabotage in Greece, of Jewish stevedores in Salon- 
ika who were ordered to work for the Nazis and 
refused. There is the case of the two Zionist young 
men who fired their concentration camp in Hungary 
and, when confronted by their fascist judges, openly 
and proudly admitted their act. They paid with their 
lives for their heroic action. 

In Norway martial law has been declared in the 
capital, Oslo, and the population displays growing 
resistance both to the invaders and their Quisling 
stooges. But the peak of the unrest has flared up in 
France. An attempt was made to assassinate Laval 
and Deat. Nazi soldiers and officers are shot at by the 
populace whenever an opportunity presents itself. 
Fear seems to have been overcome and spontaneous 
demonstrations of protest form in the streets of Paris 
and other French cities. 


The repressive measures are severe. Countless thou- 
sands of hostages, generally labeled as “Jews and 
Communists” have been put under arrest as a guar- 
antee of the behavior of the French pepole. But still 
the attacks continue. No side street in France is safe 
for the Nazis and even the boulevards provide but 
meager protection. 

It is probable, of course, that the invasion of Russia 
has given a boost to acts of resistance. Communists 
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are a trained and obedient lot. As long as the under. 
standing between Russia and Germany continued in 
force, French communists refrained from acting, 
Now that the bonds which tied them to the Nazi 
wagon have been broken, they no doubt contribute 
their share to the sabotage and violence. But it would 
be incorrect to ascribe what is happening in France to 
the communists primarily. To do so would mean to 
be blinded by the Nazi propaganda which is inter. 
ested in fostering this impression. What is happening 
in France is an upsurge of the mass of the people 
against the suffering and degradation which they have 
to bear. 

The alibis of the Nazis and of the Petain officials 
prove this point quite conclusively. The Nazis place 
the blame on the Jews primarily, as could have been 
expected. Acts of terrorism are charged to Jews, 
Hostages taken are generally described as Jews, The 
Petain officials, in their subservience to the invaders, 
place the blame on communists primarily. Thus we 
have been confronted with a ludicrous and almost 
amusing report only a few days ago that Petain of. 
ficials intervened with the Nazi authorities on behalf 
of Jewish hostages. The Jews were blameless, they 
said, it was the communists who did it. 

We know the love of the Petain regime for Jews 
from the record it has established since it came to 
power. It has manifested nothing but docile obedi- 
ence to the Nazi theories. When they now profess to 
take the part of Jews and seek to place the blame for 
sabotage on communists, the reason is quite clear. 
They know the mood of the French masses. They are 
aware that any attempt to incite anti-Jewish feeling 
among Frenchmen at this time would only meet with 
derision and still greater resistance. The French 
masses seem to have learned the value of Nazi race 
theories. But communists are still unpopular as a 
result of the shameful role they played during the 
brief French fighting against Germany. Vichy auth- 
orities therefore feel that it is safer, at this time, to 
exonerate Jews and concentrate on communists. But 
both Nazis and Petain officials are fully aware that 
what is really happening is an upsurge of French free 
spirit against the shackles imposed upon it. 


These acts of discontent will not in themselves lead 
to the liberation of Europe. It is even possible that 
the revolt may be drowned in blood and the popula- 
tion may be lashed into another spell of temporary 
submission. But as long as military resistance to Get- 
many continues effectively, as long as Berlin and 
other German cities are given a full taste of what they 
gave to London and Warsaw and Rotterdam, the 
rumblings of revolt cannot be quelled permanently. 
Should they be subdued now, they will rise again. 

The Nazi “new order” is creaking in every joint. 
Barring a spectacular and now improbable early vic- 
tory on all fronts, it is bound to disintegrate sooner of 
later under the pressure of active discontent that is 
hemming it in on all sides. 
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RED RIDING HOOD THANKS THE WOLF 


by Marie Syrkin 


M* ALBERT NOCK’S study of the “Jewish Prob- 
lem” presented in recent issues of The Atlantic 
Monthly, is by now cold potatoes. Mr. Nock has been 
exposed and re-exposed as a pro-fascist and as an anti- 
Semite on the basis of his own pronouncements in 
various publications, and the question of Nock per se 
need no longer concern us. Marvellous to behold, 
however, are the attendant phenomena! Mr. Nock is 
not the sole luminary presented by the Atlantic Mon- 
thly in its desire to shed light on the vexing problem 
of anti-Semitism. The Atlantic promised a searching 
symposium on the Jewish question in the U.S.A. and 
the Atlantic—God bless its New England conscience 
—keeps its word. Mr. Nock’s two articles have been 
followed by a capable rejoinder by James Marshall, in 
the August issue. The September issue which includes 
the formal discussion of the inquiry so impressively 
inaugurated by the Atlantic, contains several “suc- 
cinct statements” by Jew and non-Jew, and it seems 
that we have done—except possibly for letters from 
readers, of which more may be forthcoming. It is 
these letters which are remarkable. As a partial pic- 
ture of the American Jewish mind, they merit special 
note. 

We may take it for granted that the Atlantic 
Monthly received a large number of letters by no 
means as naive or gullible, or plain bootlicking, as 
those which it prints in its columns. However, as the 
editors promise excerpts only from the “best,” the 
most “reasonable,” the most, temperate, no genuine 
answer to Nockery may be expected in its pages; that 
the Atlantic Monthly should be in a position to pub- 
lish authentic expressions of gratitude from American 
Jews who are presumably above the moron level, is 
one more puzzle in a puzzling world. 

The rabid anti-Semitic bias of the gentleman select- 
ed by the Atlantic Monthly to present the views of a 
“conscientious gentile” on the Jewish question, was 
apparent in every paragraph he wrote, despite the 
many unctuous protestations of good intentions on 
the part of the author. It did not need a Sherlock 
Holmes to follow the scent to Mr. Nock’s other writ- 
ings to cull gems which would have done no discredit 
to Mr. Streicher. But allowing for the tone-deaf, 
color blind, and those bereft of a sense of smell, even 
the most literal of literate readers should have been 
able to grasp the significance of Mr. Nock’s actual 
statements. Amid all the “kindly” squirmings, he did 
announce in plain English that the Jews were an 
“oriental problem,” and that no matter how mistaken 
the “occidental massman” might be in his beliefs 
about these “orientals,” the prejudices of the massman 
should be taken into account by our “social legislat- 
ors,” otherwise there would be savage American po- 





groms, a prospect which Mr. Nock deplored. One 
would suppose that this open invitation for a special 
legislative status for Jewry would have aroused only 
indignation in the heart of every Jew who read words 
like these in a publication like the Atlantic Monthly. 
On the conttary! Many a letter bearing love and 
thanks, signed with a Jewish name, decorates the cor- 
respondence columns of the “Atlantic.” These are the 
“reasonable” letters, be it known. Mr. Nock’s “cour- 
age,” “his penetration,” his “frankness” are hailed on 
every side. One gentleman compliments Mr. Nock 
“on the tolerance and understanding born of intelli- 
gence and honesty.” Another Hebrew knows that 
“Mr. Nock was as fair and as sensible as is humanly 
possible.” He is called a “sane and liberal-minded 
Yankee.” The author, as well as the Atlantic, are 
praised by Jew and non-Jew alike for the service to 
America performed by the Nock profundities. One 
rare dissenting voice in the chorus of acclaim has 
little harsher to say than to refer to Nock’s “charming 
but pernicious mysticism.” The individual who desig- 
nates Nock’s unabashed Hitlerite race theories as 
“charming” happens to be a Gentile, so his lack of 
discernment in this instance is more readily under- 
standable. But baffling and depressing beyond meas- 
ure are the numbers of Jewish Little Red Riding 
Hoods toddling up to a wolf who hasn’t even bother- . 
ed to put on granny’s spectacles or bonnet, and art- 
lessly handing him a posy. 

Every collection has its jewel, and the pearl up to 
the present moment is a letter by Rabbi Morris Laz- 
aron of Baltimore. In the August issue of the Atlantic 
Monthly Rabbi Lazaron wrote simply but heartily: 
“T like his (Nock’s) article on the Jewish Problem; 
I like its frankness and penetration.” By the Septem- 
ber issue Lazaron had become a shade less enthusias- 
tic. Perhaps by then the rabbi had had a chance to 
meditate. Perhaps he had seen the excerpt from Nock 
in which this “conscientious gentile” quite without 
eyewash defended Hitlet’s anti-Semitic policies, and 
prayed for a few “sotnias of cossacks to floor-manage 
the subway-rush” in New York City. So, in September, 
Lazaron wrote in a soberer vein. He is still reading 
friend Nock with “profound interest,” but he ventures 
to take issue with some of the Nock conclusions. He 
doesn’t like Nock’s assumption of “inevitability” in 
“Oriental-Occidental” attitudes. “Mr. Nock’s is the 
philosophy of despair,” laments Rabbi Lazaron, which 
is a new and rather elegant name for Nock’s vicious 
pot-pourri of bigotry, misrepresentation and soft soap. 
The Baltimore Rabbi has no unkind word for Mr. 
Nock. He merely regrets that Nock does not “call for 
an educational campaign among Christians.” Appar- 
ently, Rabbi Lazaron does not perceive that Nock, via 
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the Atlantic, has launched a very active “educational” 
campaign, following closely some of the most success- 
ful recent European models. But Lazaron is not whol- 
ly without gratitude. Though bowed, he still can give 
thanks, where thanks are due. “If Mr. Nock’s articles 
rouse these hitherto easy-going Jews to the danger 
of permitting the Zionist-Congress leadership to cap- 
ture American Jewish life, they will have served an 
excellent purpose.” 

Clever, clever Rabbi Lazaron! No Little Red Rid- 
ing Hood he! He spots his wolf— and it isn’t fascism 
a la Nock—Coughlin—Hitler. The real enemies are 
“the Zionists and the Jewish Congress;” the secular 
nationalist Jews, with “their political-nationalist phil- 
osophy.” It is they who confuse Mr. Nock and other 
“conscientious gentiles.” If all Jews were good Jews 
who viewed themselves merely as members of a 
“culturo-religious community,” then Mr. Nock and 
other “occidentals,” wouldn’t be vexed and suspicious; 
then they wouldn’t talk about “orientals,” and there 
would be no anti-Semitism, and above all, Mr. Nock 
wouldn’t have been obliged to compose those painful, 
“frank” articles. 

One doesn’t know whether to laugh or weep. After 
Hitler, after the example of the fate of the most “as- 
similated” Jewish community in the world, Rabbi 
Lazaron and his ilk are still huddling in their “cul- 
turo-religious” evening clothes and lamenting that if 
only the “nationalist” Jews wouldn’t wear their Zion- 
ist gaberdines, no hoodlum would ever hurl a stone. 
That method has been tried, Rabbi Lazaron, and it 


CHOSEN 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


hasn’t kept the yellow badge from the Tuxedo. You 
might inquire in Berlin. It is a little late for that act. 

No, Rabbi Lazaron, and all other Rabbi Lazarons, 
when the fascist snout makes its appearance even in 
the impeccable bed of the Atlantic, there’s no use 
pretending it’s grandma. There’s no use bringing a 
basket of flowers to win favor. There’s even no use in 
yelping: “Why do you look so strange, grandma; 
don’t you know I am not one of those nasty Zionists? 
I am a good Jew bringing fresh eggs and milk.” It 
won't help a bit, Rabbi Lazaron. It is better to call 
the hunters and to join the hunt. After all, there were 
hunters in the fairy tale, and they killed the beast. 
Fascist race theories and fascist political theories have 
to be fought boldly, and the good fight is on. There's 
no use in running to cover and shouting “Catch 
Herzl. He did it!” It would have been much wiser, 
Rabbi Lazaron, since the Atlantic does print your 
letters, to have asked the editors: “Why did you palm 
off the anti-Semitic, pro-fascist Nock as an ‘objective,’ 
‘conscientious’ gentile? Why, when incontrovertible 
evidence as to his bias was sent you, did you fail to 
take cognizance of it?” That might have been a great- 
er service to democratic ideals, and to general decency, 
than to raise the cry: “Blame the nationalist Jews.” 
But that letter might not have gotten printed. Thanks 
have a better chance. 

As the old adage goes, when Little Red Riding 
Hood bites the wolf, that’s news; but when Little Red 
Riding Hood welcomes the bite—that’s some Jews. 


PEVPLES 


by Hayim Greenberg 


le ARE NOT the only people in the world 
who are imbued with a conviction, or at least 
a vague feeling, that they are “the chosen ones” 
and are endowed with superiority over other peoples. 
When the ancient Greeks called all other peoples 
“Barbarians” (a term not entirely alien or distaste- 
ful even to Plato and Aristotle) they meant to im- 
ply that the Greeks were the only ones to create 
a worthwhile civilization. Egyptians, Persians and 
Jews with whom the Greek came in contact were 
inferior peoples in the estimation of the Greek. 
The Egyptians, on their part, despised both the 
Greeks and the Jews and considered themselves to 
be the bearers of the highest culture. In the far 
East the Aryans, as is evident from an ancient 
document like the Institutes of Vishnu, believed 
that they were the only ones “to be twice born.” All 
others experienced only one, material, birth and 
did not attain the second, spiritual and higher birth. 
“A Bramah,” we are informed by the sacred laws 
of the Aryans, “must repent if he served a person 


of the black race.” But it would be erroneous to 
conclude that only members of the black race were 
held inferior by the Indo-Aryans. Reading the 
Avesta one is struck by its tone of hauteur and 
hatred for the white Turanians. Similarly we learn 
from the Koran that no true spiritual nobility is 
to be found outside the Arab tribes, this despite 
the fact that Mohammedanism strove to become 
a world religion from its very inception. Consider- 
ing modern nations, we again find a number of 
examples of superiority complexes and cases of 
nations which are imbued with a faith of a special 
missionary function in life. Nor are the Germans 
the only ones to suffer from the illusion of superior- 
ity and the belief that they are a “master race.” 
The English are too well mannered to formulate 
such a belief in their superiority, but it stands to 
reason that they would not have been able to 
establish the Empire without some such faith in 
their historic mission. British imperial expansion 
is the empirical expression of this feeling of chosen- 
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ness. The people of Britain are too “polite” and 
too hypocritical to rationalize this feeling into a 
national theory. (The reference to hypocricy must 
be understood as a compliment, instead of a condem- 
nation, today.) So far as the French are concerned, 
their revolution had imbued them with a deep 
conviction that they were destined to be an example 
for other nations on the way to political freedom 
and democracy. The Italians, like the French, a 
Latin people, were not free from the choseriness 
complex either. The progressive revolutionary Ital- 
ians of the nineteenth century particularly believed 
that destiny had chosen them as the vanguard of 
humanity pointing the path to moral regeneration. 
Thus Mazzini wrote that “the people that suffered 
most and preserved its faith in purity would in the 


- course of time be blessed by God with the will and 


courage to triumph and die for others. Such is the 
fate of a people that rejuvenates the world; it arises 
to new struggles. It may triumph or fall, but whether 
from the ashes or from the triumphal altar, the 
word that is to guide the epoch would rise and re- 
deem the world.” Mazzini considered the Italians 
to be this type of prophetic people. After the 
Roman empire, after the Rome of Catholicism and 
the Popes, there would arise a third Rome whose 
function it would be to “harmonize heaven and 
earth, justice and duty.” Thus Mazzini wrote in 
a call to Young Italy. Much more profound, and 
also more hysterical, was the sense of chosenness 
which for a time characterized Russia. In Dostoyev- 
sky’s famous novel The Possessed we find the fol- 
lowing revealing dialogue. When Shatoff, one of 
the heroes of the novel, is asked whether he believes 
in God, he replies: “I believe in Russia.” Whoever 
believed in Russia automatically believed in God, 
because the Russian people were the only true 
bearers of the Divine idea. For Dostoyevsky the 
entire western world was steeped in diabolical un- 
cleanness and without Russia it could never attain 
salvation. Western Europe he visualized as a 
cemetery with costly monuments, but pervaded 
with the stench of decaying flesh which could not 
be used even as fertilizer. The French were vain. 
The Germans, a second rate and crude people. The 
English, dull and superficial rationalists. The Jews 
reeked of pride. Catholicism was the devil’s own 
teaching and an insult to Christ. Protestantism was 
a rationalist state church and a miserable parody 
of true faith. All ideas born in western Europe were 
but wilted flowers. The only true, genuine and 
great idea was the Russian.- “We Russians conceive 
everything; you (non-Russians) are narrowminded 
and of little spirit.” Russia was therefore a collect- 
ive Christ, the only redeemer of the world. And 
Dostoyevsky was not the sole representative of this 
trend in Russian literature and society. Many others 
cherished similar beliefs and apocalyptic expecta- 
tions that fed on these beliefs. 
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Avoiding definite national or racist formulas, Tol- 
stoy expressed a similar conception of the idea that 
Russians were a “God-bearing people.” Nor were 
“reactionaries” the sole protagonists of this idea. 
Radicals like the Narodniki and the Social 
Revolutionaries, who believed that Russia, of all 
countries, could skip from a semi-feudal social order 
into socialism, and avoid a period of capitalism, also 
believed that the Russian peasants in particular were 
a people endowed with special gifts. Even the Bol- 
sheviks, stressing the significance of the October 
revolution that would lead the world proletariat to 
triumph and to a socialist “kingdom of heaven,” 
seemed to stress a certain superiority of the Russian 
people and its mission in the world—this despite the 
internationalist ideology and verbiage that was em- 
ployed. That the feeling of chosenness was not 
limited to Russian intellectuals, is obvious from the 
popular Russian reference to their country as “Holy 
Russia.” 

Chosen people sentiments were not alien in Poland 
either. While Mazzini and Gioberti looked upon the 
Italian people as the redeemers of the world, believ- 
ing that the Italians had suffered more than others 
and had preserved their faith in eternal values; while 
Guizot believed that France was a “light unto the 
nations,” and Fichte demanded that Germans be 
recognized as the leading people, Mickiewicz and 
Cieszkowski tried to see in the martyrdom of the Pol- 
ish nation the pattern of a prophetic and sacrificial 
people in the mystery of. world redemption. In his 
“Book of the Polish People and Polish Pilgrimage” 
which Mickiewicz wrote in his Parisian exile, he de- 
veloped the idea that every historical period has its 
“Israel”—a nation that takes upon itself the Mes- 
sianic suffering of all humanity. In ancient times this 
mission was borne by the Jews; in modern days the 
Poles are the Israel of the world, redeeming humanity 
through their suffering. 

Considering present day Asiatic peoples, it suffices 
to mention Gandhi’s faith that his people are predis- 
posed to realize in life the principles and methods of 
non-resistance and that through them salvation would 
issue to the world. Japan is now engaged in im- 
perial expansion based on a native theory that the 
Japanese are entrusted by destiny with the task of 
organizing and ruling over Asia. 


W: HAVE cited sufficient examples and it would 
serve no purpose to multiply them still further. 
There exists hardly a people in the world which is 
entirely free of illusions of superiority and chosenness 
complexes. There are differences in the degree to 
which these complexes are rooted, the forms they 
assume and the intensity with which they are felt. It 
must also be borne in mind that not all such com- 
plexes assume aggressive or nationalistic forms, as in 
the case of modern Germany. In India, among the 
revolutionary Italians and among the romantically 
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mystical Poles it took the form of humble martyrdom 
and was characterized by a conception of the nation as 
a collective servant of a higher destiny instead of an 
insistence on political privileges and domination of 
other peoples. 

It would also be incorrect to assume that only cul- 
tured peoples are subject to such superiority delusions. 
The French Jesuits who reached Canada in the seven- 
teenth century met with Indians who looked upon the 
white explorers as inferior to themselves. When Von 
Humboldt visited the Caribbean islands at the begin- 
ning of the nineteenth century, he heard a native ver- 
sion of the chosen pepole theory innumerable times. 
“Only we are a people,” the native Indians would say, 
“all others were created to serve us.” And only a few 
years ago the psychologist C. G. Jung related in his 
book “Modern Man in Search of a Soul” that an 
Indian chief of a Latin American pueblo boasted in 
the following words: “We don’t understand the white 
men; always wanting something, always restless, al- 
ways looking for something. What is it? We don't 
know. We can’t understand them. They have such 
sharp noses, such thin cruel lips, such lines in their 
faces. We think they are all crazy.” 

The Indian chief was not educated enough to 
develop a theory. But within his heart he knew, as 
did his tribesmen, that they were far superior to the 
whites. The same was true of the Aztecs who looked 
upon the whites as beings not belonging altogether to 
the human race. I have heard of an Eskimo who had 
to visit western Canada and there met a Jew. When 
he was informed of the Jewish custom of pronounc- 
ing the words, “All who are hungry, let them come 
and eat” at the “Seder” feast on Passover, the Eskimo 
laughed and declared that the Jews must have learned 
this custom from Eskimos, except that they learned it 
badly. For every Eskimo calls out an invitation to 
others to join him in his meal whenever he hunts 
alone. And he does so not once a year but every day. 
“There is nothing,” he concluded, “that Eskimos need 
learn from others, but there are many things that 
white people could learn from us.” 

We have cited a number of examples of the chosen 
people complex among cultured as well as among un- 
cultured peoples. The purpose of these illustrations is 
not to establish any positive conclusions. None of the 
above cases in itself proves the existence or the non- 
existence of superior peoples. But they are sufficient 
to arouse a good measure of skepticism concerning 
the entire business. of classifying nations as being 
higher or lower. Since there are many claimants to 
the title of a superior nation, one may conclude that 
these claims are based on subjective or egocentric 
evaluations. Thoughtful Jews who refuse to surren- 
der the traditional idea of Jewish superiority despite 
the tendencious nature of this type of claim, should 
therefore be ready to answer some questions. They 
should, first of all, indicate the yard stick with which 
the spiritual stature of a people can be measured. 
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Secondly they must prove that an application of this 
yard stick proves the Jews to be superior to other 
peoples. They must also demonstrate that this super- 
iority of Jews is not the product of historical accidents, 
that the so-called “genius” of the Jewish people is not 
the result of circumstances that would have evoked 
similar characteristics among any other people. Only 
one who can give a satisfactory answer to these three 
questions is entitled to demand agreement with his 
theories of Jewish superiority. 

The only ones who believe in the chosenness of the 
Jewish people and are not obliged to answer the 
above questions are those who still cling firmly to 
fundamentalist, dogmatic religious concepts. One can 
demand no explanations from pious orthodox Jews 
and it would be senseless to debate this matter with 
them. They accept the chosen nature of the Jewish 
people as a cosmic fact, an integral element of the 
laws governing the universe. If God had made a 
covenant with Abraham and Jews were the only ones 
to accept the divine law, if this law is eternal and can- 
not be superseded or modified by any other and only 
our limited understanding prevents us from grasping 
the full meaning of the Torah which encompasses all 
—as pious Jews believe—then there is no reason why 
such orthodox believers should doubt the chosenness 
of the Jews. Such a Jew is entitled to repeat the daily 
blessing of God that “He did not make me a Goy,” or 
when pronouncing the benediction over the Sabbath 
wine, to declare that: “Thou hast chosen us and sanc- 
tified us from among all other peoples,” or to recite 
on Saturday night the prayer glorifying God for “set- 
ting apart the sacred from the profane, the light from 
the darkness, Israel from the other peoples.” Such an 
orthodox Jew need not hide his faith in his superiority 
for, strange as it may seem, it contains no dangers for 
others. This belief does not permit him to exploit or 
oppress others and, despite its “racism,” it also bears a 
strong mark of universalism. The orthodox Jew who 
blesses God who “did not make us like the peoples of 
the countries nor did he place us like the families of 
the earth; He did not make our portion like theirs nor 
our fate like that of their multitudes,” also recites a 
few pages further on in the same prayer book the fol- 
lowing: “We therefore hope to see the glory of Thy 
might to remove the abominations from the earth, to 
destroy the idols and to perfect the world with the 
kingdom of heaven that all men shall call Thy name 
and all the wicked of the earth shall turn their hearts 
to Thee.” The sense of chosenness does not endow 
the orthodox Jew with any special rights but imposes 
upon him great and special burdens. In the coming 
kingdom of heaven there is room for all redeemed 
mankind and he would merely demand recognition of 
his status as first born among equals. It would be 
senseless to ask such an orthodox Jew how it came 
about that Israel was chosen of all peoples to be the 
bearer of God’s will. He could, of course, recount the 
old tradition that God had offered the Torah to all the 
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nations, and they had refused it, and that only the 
Jews consented to stand before Sinai and accept its 
commandments. But why it was so, why God had not 
created other peoples with the same will to take up 
the burden and to obey, there would be no point in 
discussing with him. The religious mind is full of 
paradoxes and the problem of free will in jewish 
theological literature has always resembled an at- 
tempt to square the circle. On the one hand no man 
may move his little finger on earth unless it has been 
predetermined from above that he do so, and on the 
other hand man is personally responsible for all his 
actions and intentions. Maimonides, who did not 
deny the theory of Jewish chosenness (yet refrained 
from including it in his thirteen basic tenets of the 
faith, thus indicating that he did not consider it an 
indispensable element of Jewish religion) sought for 
some explanation for it and finally had to settle the 
matter by declaring that it was one of the mysterious 
aspects of God’s will which man cannot possibly un- 
derstand through reason. Any Jew who clings to tra- 
ditional religious concepts can, as a last recourse, 
point to the inscrutability of God’s ways and decisions 
and refuse to offer any rational explanations. 






B UT WHEN Reform Jews (Munk, Kauffman- 
Koller) who do not believe in a law handed 
down from heaven, refuse to renounce the chosenness 
of the Jewish people, or a secular nationalist like 
Achad Ha’am includes in a mild form the theory 
of Jewish superiority in his philosophy, when the 
prayer books of certain free Jewish congregations, 
which have purged them of elements of national im- 
port, include grateful thanks to God for dispersing 
Jews throughout the world so that they might best 
spread among humanity the spiritual influences of 
Israel, when we find a modern Yiddish poet (Mena- 
chem) who struggles to prove the difference between 
Jews and other nations by comparing the former to 
ants with their altruistic and strict social organization 
and the latter to other a-social or even anti-social 
beings, then we have the right to ask them just what 
they mean by “chosenness” and superiority and what 
yard stick they employ to measure the stature of races 
and nations. They certainly do not depend blindly on 
the mystery of God’s ways. (Although sometimes 
one gets the impression that they do not believe 
in God yet believe in God’s choosing the Jewish 
people. This reminds one of Herman Cohen’s famous 
characterization of an anti-Semite as a person who 
denies the historical existence of Christ yet blames the 
Jews for crucifying him.) They must therefore, in 
the last analysis, fall back on some racist interpreta- 
tion—that Jews bear within their blood something 
which no other people possesses, and that this “some- 
thing” is of the greatest importance for the spiritual 
development of mankind. Whoever does not trace 
things back to Providence, must try to interpret things 
in terms of biology, through the “mystery of blood” 
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which is passed on from generation to generation, no 
matter how distasteful such terminology might sound 
today. What, then, is this special “something” which 
Jews had injected into their blood from the primeval 
genetic origins of humanity? 

None of the apologists for the chosen people 
theory would vulgarize the matter by explaining Jew- 
ish superiority in terms of “abilities” which are mostly 
an outgrowth of habits and customs formed over a 
long period of time through adaptation to environ- 
mental circumstances. One would have to think in 
very crude terms to try to depict Jewish superiority 
in terms of success in commerce, industry or the 
professions. The “best student” in the class is sel- 
dom a higher type of human being. And although 
Moses and Jesus, Socrates and Plato, Buddha and Con- 
fucius would probably show a lower IQ than some 
high school boy in Chicago or New York (if they 
were given a modern intelligence test) that would 
hardly prove that they were inferior to him. The con- 
cept of a chosen people has nothing to do with the 
ability to learn and deals with the creative genius. 

What, then, is the special creative genius of the 
Jews? So far as building civilizations goes—in the 
technological and scientific meanings of the terms— 
Jews have little to boast of. They did not establish 
great or lasting empires and even in ancient times 
were inferior, in this respect, to the Babylonians, 
Egyptians, Greeks, Romans or Assyrians. It is also 
clear that Jewish genius does not excel in the sphere 
of the plastic arts. Artists of significance (including 
musicians) appeared among Jews only in the nine- 
teenth century. The same is true of science, a field of 
endeavor in which Greeks, Arabs and Egyptians 
surpassed the Jews. Modern Jews may boast that 
“the greatest scientists of the past two generations— 
Marx, Freud, Einstein—were Jews.” But this claim 
can hardly conceal the fact that for thousands of years 
Jews were not creative in science. In the realm of 
speculative philosophy, Jews were “barbarians” in 
ancient times, when compared with the Greeks. Only 
in the seventeenth century did the Jews produce their 
first original philosopher—Spinoza. Were philo- 
sophical speculation and musical creativeness the cri- 
terion for superiority, the Germans would easily win 
the laurels—unpleasant as this statement may sound 
to us today. 


T HE SPECIFIC Jewish genius must therefore be 
sought elsewhere and the advocates of this theory 
have tried to prove that the universal mission of the 
Jews which set them apart from other peoples lay in 


- the sphere of religion and morals. Neither scientific 


research, nor philosophical speculations nor the 
esthetic arts—spheres where some other peoples 
showed greater ability and inventiveness—could 
evoke those religious ideas and moral values which 
the Jews intuitively developed. This intuitive aware- 
ness of a pure religious outlook and the yearning for 
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social morality are supposed to be the special gifts of 
the Jews who thus fulfill among mankind the same 
role that a prophet fulfills among his own people. To 
quote Yehudah Halevi, who lived in the twelfth cen- 
tury, the Jews are the heart of the world and their suf- 
fering is due to their position; similarly, the heart is 
the most sensitive part of an organism and conse- 
quently suffers more than the other members. 


It was this special affinity for the spiritual and 
moral bases of the world and their subsequent realiza- 
tion in life that were stressed by Nachman Krochmal, 
when he pointed to the “absolute spirituality” of 
Judaism. This was also the core of the ideas of Munk 
who nearly a century ago wrote with absolute self- 
confidence that “it was the mission of the Romans to 
glorify human strength which ends in dust; it was the 
mission of the Greeks to exalt art and external beauty 
which is but vanity; while the mission of the Jewish 
people was above this world and the manifestations 
of nature. It could be summarized in the following 
words: to know God and to bring others to know 
Him.” Moses Hess, the communist and mystical 
nationalist, declared that “the spirit of the world 
manifests itself in nations and races according to their 
natures and characters. The divine spirit which creates 
higher forms of religious feelings, manifested itself in 
Israel during three epochs: the epoch of Moses and 
the prophets; the epoch of Christ and Islam, and 
toward the end of the middle ages (in Spinoza).” On 
the basis of these epochs, Hess even tried to establish a 
law of development: “Whenever the times become 
ripe for the seeds of new social light, the Jewish 
people serve as the corporeal form through which the 
new spirit manifests itself.” Achad Ha’am, despite his 
elegantly disguised atheism, also saw in Jewish. his- 
tory something of special value and bearing the stamp 
of a mission. He explained the Jewish national spirit 
as expressing itself in “disdain for physical strength” 
and “the elevation of moral values above the mater- 
ial.” The basic feature of the Jewish people he saw in 
their “compelling conscience” and “ability to reach 
closer than any other people the ideal of moral per- 
fection.” Jewish religion and metaphysics were not 
important to him per se, they gained significance 
merely as the abode of social and ethical ideals. 

It is thus clear that all advocates of the theory of 
the chosenness of the Jewish people are united in 
their outlook, with but minor modifications differen- 
tiating between their views. 


B UT SINCE there exists no special chemistry by 

means of which we could analyze the composi- 
tion and the attributes of a race or a nation, all advo- 
cates of the chosen people concept can base their 
proofs only on historical facts and experiences. There 
is available rich and varied material that lends itself 
for the purpose. But in order that the proof should be 
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objectively valid, these advocates will have to estab- 
lish two facts without which their argumentation 
loses much of its convincing power. They must show, 
first, that when comparing the Jews with other 
peoples, they take into consideration not only nations 
alongside of whom the Jews lived, but also those 
peoples which until a brief century or two ago lived 
apart and were uninfluenced by the Graeco-Hebraic 
culture. If the Chinese or the Hindus, for example, 
are left out of the comparison, the entire argument- 
ation on behalf of the chosenness of the Jews be- 
comes one-sided. They must also prove a still more 
important factor—that those manifestations in Jew- 
ish history on which they base their conclusions repre- 
sent something more than mere chronological pre- 
cedence. In other words, they must demonstrate that 
Jews were not only the first to grasp high religious 
ideals and ethical principles but also that if Jews had 
not existed or had been annihilated at some early 
stage of their history, no other people could have ful- 
filled the same role. (If Jews were only the first to 
express and practice these religious and ethical ideals, 
all we could then say for them would be that they 
were “advanced” while other peoples were more 
backward in this respect, but such historical priority 
indicates no organic superiority.) The moment one 
admits that even without Jews the same religious and 
ethical concepts would have found expression through 
the medium of some other people at some point in 
human history—and the element of the time of the 
appearance of these ideas is of no importance—the 
basis for the theory of the chosenness of the Jews loses 
the major part of its convincing power. 


Whether the proponents of Jewish superiority sat- 
isfy the above two requirements, and to what extent 
they do so, will be discussed in another essay. 
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FEAR NOT MY SERVANT JACOB 


by Shlomo Katz 


ie A typical mid-western city in Illinois there lives 

a Jewish family consisting of the two old parents, 
now in their late sixties, a son and a daughter. The 
parents reside in the old Jewish section of the city 
which is now considerably run down and nestles 
peacefully among old cottonwood trees and trampled 
lawns. It is a quiet neighborhood, mostly inhabited 
by older people; the younger generation had moved 
to new residential sections. The din of the business 
district does not reach it. Even the few automobiles 
that happen to pass through its streets, silently roll 
by at a leisurely pace. It is a safe, even though some: 
what dull, place to live in; as safe as any neighbor- 
hood in the heart of America can possibly be. 

But within the hearts of the two old people there 
lives a great fear unallayed by geography. They 
seldom talk about this fear, yet it can be awakened 
by the slightest occurrence. When the old man re- 
turns from the synagogue after the evening prayers 
about half past seven o'clock, the' pair drink tea 
and discuss the trivial details of the day. About 
nine o'clock they are ready to go to bed. They fol- 
low an uneventful routine generally unmarred by 
any exciting events. Yet, should someone knock on 
their door in the evening as they sit at their tea be- 
fore going to sleep, their reaction would be instant- 
aneous, unexpectedly violent and strange. The old 
woman would jump up from her chair and whisper 
nervously to her husband: “Put out the light!” And 
he would instinctively obey. Then they would both 
remain standing motionless, breathless, afraid to be- 
tray their presence by any sound, like cornered 
animals in their den. Should the visitor announce 
himself as someone they know, they would put on 
the lights again and open the door. They would 
then apologize in confusion: “We were frightened.” 
Otherwise they would remain standing thus until 
they heard the unfamiliar footsteps depart. 


What are they afraid of? What are they afraid 
for? The neighborhood is peaceful and they possess 
nothing that could seriously tempt anyone. But 
there is an explanation of their fear, an explanation 
that may sound far-fetched, but is true nevertheless. 
It goes back twenty-two and twenty-three years to 
the time when they still lived in their Ukraine dur- 
ing the pogroms that accompanied the Russian civil 
war. They lived in a small town, as most Jews did, 
and when a pogrom occurred—a frequent experience 
at that time and place—there was little they could 
do to protect themselves. Sometimes, when circum- 
stances allowed, they ran to hide with friendly 
Gentile neighbors. Mostly they had to stay at home 
and hope that their house would be by-passed. It 
was then they learned to pull the curtains over the 


windows, to blow out the burning wick floating 
in a saucer full of oil and to remain silent if any 
steps were heard outside. The steps might be enemy 
steps. If the house was dark and silent, the “enemy” 
might pass it as deserted. 

The old man, whom we shall call Jacob Cohen 
purely for the sake of convenience and anonymity, 
was in his prime at the time of the pogroms. He 
was a man of simple and unsophisticated thoughts 
and somewhere within him there glowed a spark 
of brave manhood if not of heroism. He had served 
in the Czarist army during the Russo-Japanese war 
and had won as much merit as any Jew was allowed 
—a gold five ruble coin and a compliment from his 
lieutenant that he was a “good Jew,” expressed be- 
fore his entire company. In his naive, virile simpli- 
city he never forgot that compliment, and though 
he was a pious and scholarly man, much devoted 
to religion and the synagogue, he boasted for many 
years afterward of his exploits while in the army. 

When the pogroms swept the Ukraine, he there- 
fore refused at first to bow to the common fear and 
his wife’s hysteria. Happen what may, he would 
not be afraid. When the drinking water in the 
barrel was all used up, he took the two buckets 
and set out for the well in the center of the town 
square despite his wife’s urgent pleas not to en- 
danger his life. And luck was with him. By some 
miracle he returned safe from several expeditions 
after water although the bandits were swarming 
in all streets. Some even stopped him, but his self- 
assurance served him in good stead. At night dur- 
ing a pogrom, when unearthly screams were heard 
from houses in all directions, he wished to go and 
see what was happening and help. But on these 
occasions his wife won over him. She would seize 
his arms and in an impassioned whisper threaten: 
“Jacob, if you go I will kill myself.” Then with- 
out premeditation she would change the whispered 
attack and beg: “Have pity on your children. Do 
you want them to be orphans? What can you do, 
anyway? You'll only get yourself killed.” Then she 
would cry in a way to wring a man’s heart, yet in 
a voice so low that none outside the house could 
hear her. And he gave in to her pleas, at first re- 
luctantly and later as a matter of course. He was 
a good father and the children must not become 
orphans. He was a responsible man and suppressed 
his native urge to resist because of this feeling of 
responsibility. 

Jacob Cohen had had a dry goods store. But 
during the days that followed the Russian revolu- 
tion he began to deal in anything that came to his 
hand. Cloth was unobtainable, so he bought and 
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sold lumber, salt, kerosene, flour, whatever happened 
to be available at the time. After all, a man had 
to make a living. Formerly, during days of relative 
peace and security, he was known as a strict business- 
man. According to the practices of the region and 
the time it meant that he was a hard bargainer but 
supremely honest. His reputation for honesty spread 
throughout the villages within a radius of many 
miles, but the peasants also knew that one could 
pull nothing on him. It was known that he had fol- 
lowed even peasants with a “dangerous” reputation 
into their villages because of some trifle they had 
stolen from him and had brought them before the 
law. 

When the turbulent period began, the peasants 
with “dangerous” reputations began to take ad- 
vantage of the Jewish store keepers. Jacob wished 
to insist on his rights, as in former days, and again 
his wife interfered and gradually wore down his 
resistance with constant admonitions. Speaking Yid- 
dish interspersed with Hebrew words she remem- 
bered from her prayer book—so that the peasants 
should not understand—she begged him not to 
start anything with them. Let them take what they 
wish or, God forbid, some trouble might result. 

Again he learned to obey. Trouble resulted any- 
way, it was true. Suddenly a rumor would appear 
out of the clear sky that “Jews had beaten a Christ- 
ian.” The rumor would be repeated and exaggerated 
and violence against Jews would break out. But that 
couldn’t be helped. It was an entirely different mat- 
ter, however, actually to strike the thief and thus 
provide a basis for the rumor. A sense of respons- 
ibility prevented Jacob from acting on his impulse. 
How could one take such responsibility on one’s con- 
science? Jews were slaughtered and robbed, but Jacob’s 
conscience remained clean—and in time his spirit 
was broken. He learned to black-out the house at the 
slightest noise, even without his wife’s prompting. 
If a peasant stole a handful of the precious salt in 
his store—only a few pounds were available in the 
entire town—he pretended not to see and continued 
to speak in a friendly tone. When an urchin threw 
a stone through his window, he said and did nothing. 
Chasing the kid or even complaining to his parents 
might start the cry that “Jews are beating Christian 
children.” “Beating” might even be the least ac- 
cusation. What if they would magnify the occurrence 
and say that “Jews were trying to &#/] Christian 
children?” He learned to pick up the pieces of glass 
quietly and with the aid of wire, paper, paste and 
other materials try and patch the window as well 
as he could. If that was impossible, he would in- 
sert a piece of board into the gaping hole. It might 
even help the black-out. 

Jacob had one consolation which he learned to 
indulge in with ever greater frequency and devo- 
tion—teligion. Always a pious man strictly observ- 
ing the minutest religious commandments, he be- 
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gan to seek comfort in religious books and. turned 
to them with as much passion as a chronic alcoholic 
seeks the bottle. He lost interest in his business and 
spent as much time as possible in the synagogue. 
On Saturdays he was in the synagogue nearly the 
entire day returning home briefly only for the 
traditional midday meal. On such days during the 
summer, the women would gather in front of one 
of the houses to gossip and talk over family matters. 
But their eyes and ears were always attuned to any 
sign or sound of disturbance. The sight of a person 
walking rapidly down the. street was enough to 
make them wonder and fear and they would not 
calm down until they learned the cause of his hurry. 
An unfamiliar horseman riding by would scatter 
them in a frantic search for their children whom they 
herded at once into the houses. 


It was on such a warm summer Saturday after- 
noon that David, Jacob Cohen’s ten year old son, 
also learned the full meaning of responsibility. David 
had been playing hide and seek with other boys. He 
discovered a new place to hide by climbing a fence 
and running beyond two houses, then he could dash 
down the street and reach the post first. Elated over 
his new discovery and anticipating victory he gal- 
loped down the street like a young colt barely able to 
restrain the laughter of joy. At sight of his breath- 
less dash the women rose in panic. “What has hap- 
pened, David? What is the matter?” they cried to 
him, alert and ready to flee themselves. The boy 
drew up short and began to explain. But he was soon 
made to feel his guilt very keenly. “A big boy like 
you, ten years old, don’t you have more sense than 
to.rush down the street like that? Don’t you know 
you are frightening people?” 


David felt the full enormity of his crime and did 
not know what to answer. Really, he should have 
known better. Of course, if one runs, there must 
be danger. Why else should one run? What busi- 
ness did he have running and frightening people? 


On Saturday evenings, when Jacob Cohen returned 
from the synagogue after the stars were out and it 
was again permissible to light a fire, he would add 
some linseed oil to the saucer and light the wick. 
By its fluttering, meager flame he would pronounce 
the blessing for the departing Sabbath and later 
quietly hum to himself endless chants specially pre- 
scribed for that time. One of these indelibly etched 
itself on David’s memory. It was both annoying and 
soothing and for some reason his father sang it to 
the tune of such a heartbreaking melody that he 
felt like crying. It was in Hebrew, of course, and 
was patterned as an acrostic. After each line there 
followed the refrain: “Fear not, my servant Jacob! 
God said to Jacob; fear not... God-chose Jacob; fear 
not... God redeemed Jacob; fear not...” The sad tune 
and the constant refrain “fear not” were enough to 
inspire everlasting fear. 
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That was many years ago. In the meantime Jacob 
Cohen, his wife and two children came to the United 
States and settled in the city in Illinois. The parents, 
growing noticeably more aged from year to year, 
never recuperated. The great fear never left them 
and the “fear nots” which Jacob repeated each 
Saturday evening during all these years somehow 
merely strengthened the impression that, indeed, 
there must be a great deal to fear if so much sooth 
ing consolation was required. 


Bu JACOB COHEN, who trembles at the sound 
of a footstep after dark and instinctively tip- 
toes to the switch to turn out the light and seek 
protection in the blackness is, remarkably, not the 
only one to suffer from this malady. His son David, 
his daughter, and ever so many of the five million 
other sons and daughters of Israel in Illinois and 
New York and California suffer the same great 
fear. Most of them had never experienced a pogrom 
nor heard the terribly consoling “fear not” chant. 
Yet they are afraid. On the boulevards of Chicago, 
on the barren avenues af New York, on the quiet, 
elm shaded, streets of a hundred cities between the 
Hudson and the Pacific, they sit and inwardly quake 
with fear. They are law abiding citizens who honest- 
ly pay their taxes and observe all the laws and re- 
gulations. The policemen on every corner are there 
to protect them, and yet they go about their business 
oppressed by a great insecurity. 

Should someone knock on their doors after dark, 
they probably would not put out the lights and 
would go to see who was calling. Still, they are 
not essentially different from Jacob Cohen, and by 
some strange intuition they have absorbed his ex- 
periences into their very being and learned to re- 
act as he does. Only the externals differ—fundam- 
entally they behave alike. 

How did it happen that the shocks suffered by 
the parents and grandparents of American Jews 
should have conditioned the behavior of the grand- 
children so perfectly? It is a problem to puzzle the 
most astute psychiatrist. And the similarity of the 
pattern of reaction is absolutely astounding in its 
likeness. : 

No, American Jews will not put out the lights 
in their individual homes. But as a group they will 
hasten to do so the moment some danger threatens. 
Hush, hush, perhaps the enemy outside will think 
no one is in and pass by. Lower your voices, or keep 
still altogether, maybe they will not know what we 
think. 

Two years ago, immediately after the outbreak 
of the war, uncounted rabbis were admonished by 
a powerful Jewish organization in the country not 
to sermonize on the subject of the revision of the 
neutrality act “lest it be played up that Jews are 
war-mongers.” Keep quiet, rabbis, turn out the lights 
and make no sound; maybe they will pass us by. 
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And there is the same “responsibility” that Jacob 
had learned in the Ukraine. Do nothing lest others 
be held to blame. The practice did not work in the 
Ukraine; it does not work now either. But still it is 
followed. It speaks the words of wisdom: “Who 
has the right to commit an act that others, perhaps 
some unfortunate Jews in Germany or Poland, might 
have to pay for with their lives?” The appeal is 
effective and nothing of any significance is done to 
resist an enemy whose intentions are beyond doubt. 
Thus Jacob did when he let the incited peasant steal 
his goods before his very eyes without remonstrat- 
ing. American Jews do likewise. But neither the 
peasant of 1919 nor the barbarian of 1941 are ap- 
peased. The rumor that “Jews killed a Christian” 
spread then and was followed by a pogrom. The 
rumors that “Jews are the enemies of Germany, or 
of Catholics, or of peace” continue to spread now, 
their wording depending on whether Goebbels, or 
Coughlin or Wheeler repeat them. And the result 
is the same despite the “responsible” self-effacement 
and avoidance of action. 

But when Saturday evening comes around and 
Jacob Cohen solemnly intones his fear nots, his 
physical and spiritual grandchildren meet in end- 
less meetings to repeat after him that “whereas we 
have confidence in England and whereas we believe 
in humanity, in the future, in a rosy new dawn, in 
etc... therefore sons and daughters of Jacob, fear 
not, everything will be o.k.” What a poor imita- 
tion of the old man. He speaks to his God, while 
his grandchildren speak to their own fear, seeking 
to drown it in an ocean of powerless protests and 
expressions of hope which they do not themselves 
entirely believe. 


ee SITUATION is humiliating. We have 

neither the courage of martyrdom nor the 
bravery of those who resist violence. Instead we 
continue to spin the rotten thread of partial sub- 
mission tempered by ineffectual protests and weak 
signs of life. 


If only we had the stamina and the inner decisive- 
ness to say: we will not resist. We will take the 
bloody evil that is heaped upon us now in one 
country, now in another, without opposition. That 
is our fate and we will meet it like dignified human 
beings offered as a sacrifice, not like a herd of 
steers who bellow uselessly as they are driven down 
the gangway to the slaughter house. There would be 
some consolation in such an attitude, a masochist 
consolation that can be as gratifying as any other. 
So far as results are concerned, these would be no 
worse than what is actually happening in any case. 

Or if we would forget some of our superfluous 
responsibility, the eternal reckoning of what might 
follow that paralyzes all effort, and instead become 
a little more like ordinary mortals who act on the 
impulse without endlessly weighing and measuring 
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their steps. If we would only learn to strike back 
when we are hurt, to strike back hard, forgetting 
the consequences. There would be dignity and 
satisfaction in that too, and in the end it might 
even prove to be an effective form of behavior. 


But we do neither. Instead we remember deeply 
that one must not run because it might frighten 
somebody; one must keep his tongue, and above all 
one must not resist in any visible manner. The 


thing is in our blood. 


Were there really no opportunities to act? In 
1932? In 1938? In 1940? There were many op- 
portunities, but we were responsible and waited, 
for what we knew not ourselves. The million young 
Jewish Davids in the country learned to hate the 
Nazi enemy. Perhaps it was too much to expect 
that some of them would act on their feelings be- 
fore September, 1939. But when the war did break 
out, what did they do? Did they flock across the 
northern border into Canada to enlist in the army 
that was being sent across the ocean to fight the 
Nazis? There was no such exodus, not even a trickle. 
Non-Jewish American young men formed a squadron 
in the R. A. F. American Jewry, through one of its 
best known organizations, sent some field kitchens 
to England. 


The Davids throughout the length and breadth 
of the land who had learned not to run, sat and 
waited. They did not fly to England; they did not 
rush to Canada. They sat in their vast majority and 
waited for their draft number to come up. 


There are many alibis offered by young and old 
alike. We would fight if England had allowed the 
formation of a Jewish army. We will fight as Amer- 
icans only, if the United States declares war. Were 
we to volunteer en-masse, it would provide the Nazis 
of all kinds with an added argument that this is 
a Jewish war. Wouldn’t the Nazis take it out on 
the Jews of Germany and Poland and the other oc- 
cupied countries? 


Weary plaints that are not really believed by any- 
one, and least of all by those who voice them. The 
Jew in Poland will be hung anyway, and the Jewish 
doctor in Bucharest will be shot despite what we 
say or do not say, and those who declare that it is a 
“Jewish war” will not be convinced no matter what 
we do. Everyone knows this and yet... 


What, then, should we think about this state of 
affairs? Are Jewish fears not genuine? Is Jewish 
hatred of Nazism, its mortal enemy, not real? Were 
all the protest meetings, editorials, sermons and boos 
for Hitler but empty sounds signifying nothing? 
No, they were not empty sounds and the fear as 
well as the hatred was genuine. But when the hand 
came knocking on the door, there was the old spon- 
taneous reaction—turn out the lights and hush! 
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_— WHO are you,” I may be asked from 
many sides, “to tell us all this? What have 
you done? 


The question is fully justified and requires an 
answer.’ I am perhaps only one more “David,” like 
a million others, who has learned not to run. But 
the answer will solve no problem nor remove the 
shameful stigma that rests upon all of us, those who 
declared they hated Nazism but followed the Com- 
munist pied piper for nearly two years, those who 
professed to be Zionists and waited for an exclusive 
Jewish army, those who played ’possum in the hope 
that the dread finger would point elsewhere. 


And it would be well that we look upon our- 
selves for a moment from without, and see our- 
selves as we really are, and not only as our inner 
eye would make us appear. The result of the exam- 
ination is not edifying, and if any Nazi feels inclined 
to laugh at us, such laughter may not be without 
foundation. Fear not, my servant Jacob, we will 
repeat tomorrow and on many succeeding days as 
we adopt reams of hopeful resolutions. 


The enemy may well laugh. He need not fear us. 
What is there to fear? 
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FIGHTING ANTI-SEMITISM IN CONGRESS 


by Reuven Frank 


beg DURING the past few weeks, the problem 
4! of anti-Semitism in the Congress of the United 
States has become more acute. Today there is every 
indication that the whole isolationist bloc, faced by a 
complete collapse of their propaganda efforts, is pre- 
paring to use the doctrine that this is a Jewish war as 
their last-ditch stand. One report from Washington 
names Senator Reynolds and Representative Rankin 
of Mississippi as leaders in this drive, and adds that 
ex-Representative Jakob Thorkelson, the most open 
and virulent anti-Semite who ever sat in Congress, 
will seek to regain his seat with powerful help in 
November, 1942. 

A few weeks ago Senator Wheeler made his viru- 
lent attack on the motion picture industry. The Sen- 
ator made it a point to limit himself to Jewish execu- 
tives, and—a particularly mean and scurrilous trick 
—pronounced their names in an exaggerated foreign 
accent. We may even expect a similar attack on the 
needle-trades unions in the near future. 

There is no getting around the obvious fact that, 
faced with this increasingly serious situation, the Jews 
of America have not prepared adequate weapons to 
fight back. Today, as ten and twenty and thirty years 
ago, the techniques of fighting anti-Semitism in Con- 
gress are pretty well limited to personal correspond- 
ence and other “hush-hush” methods, and to everlast- 
ing reiterations about democracy and the Bill of 
Rights. What those concerned fail to realize is that, 
inside of Congress or out, anti-Semites do not believe 
in the Bill of Rights or in democracy, and appealing 
to their lip-service is futile and silly. 

Besides the Jewish Congressmen (of whom there 
are nine at present) there are several Jewish organiza- 
tions whose duty it is to concern themselves directly 
with this problem. The American Jewish Committee 
and the Washington Bureau of the Anti-Defamation 
League of Bnai Brith are the most active; the work of 
the American Jewish Congress is small and almost 
limited to personal dealings between those at the 
head of AJC and the Congressional figures contacted. 

The big work, then, has been done and is being 
done by the American Jewish Committee and the 
Anti-Defamation League. As far back as there are 
records readily available, the work of these two 
groups has been exclusively of the unpublicized, 
ultra-delicate variety. The story of the Dies Com- 
mittee is a case in point. 

From 1934 to 1937 the McCormack Committee 
had been investigating un-American activities. They 
were the first to bring into the open the activities of 
the German-American Bund, and the first to touch on 
what has since become common knowledge about the 
machinations of the Communist Party. But appro- 





priations were small, and informed people willing to 
testify were fewer than they are today, and the com- 
mittee, for all its work, was not tremendously popu- 
lar. Vice-chairman of the McCormack Committee 
was Representative Samuel Dickstein of New York. 

In 1937, Mr. Dickstein introduced a resolution for 
the creation of a new Congressional committee to in- 
vestigate un-American activities. During the debate 
on the resolution, both Representative Warren of 
North Carolina and Representative Knutson of Min- 
nesota referred to an editorial appearing in The 
American Hebrew. The editorial had obviously been 
sent to them and by their remarks they seemed to 
believe that there was no other organ of Jewish opin- 
ion in the country. “Our views,” said the letter at- 
tached to the editorial, “are based on first-hand con- 
tact with responsible Jewish opinion throughout the 
nation...” The “responsible” Jews were to take 
more direct action within a short while. 

The editorial itself read, in part: 

Another congressional investigation of racial, religious 
and “subversive political” propaganda is being sought, 
although American Jewry at large does not want it... 

If you believe as we do that the bigotry and intolerance 
of the ages cannot be stopped by a congressional head- 
hunting expedition; that American Jewry’s best interests 
will not be furthered by a daily parade in the papers of 
anti-Jewish drivel; if you believe sufficient is known 
about the situation to warrant not investigation but new 
laws—then get in touch with your Congressman and tell 
him so... 

The editorial and the letter were used in an anti- 
Semitic pamphlet that was distributed through the 
South and Southwest, and the Dickstein Resolution 
was tabled. 

Mr. Dickstein then asked a little known Texan 
named Dies to introduce his resolution. Tying the 
matter up with the current sit-down strike situation, 
Representative Dies managed to get approval for the 
resolution in May, and it only remained for the 
Speaker to appoint the members. It was understood, 
of course, that Dickstein’s place on the committee was 
assured—probably the vice-chairmanship he had had 
on the McCormack Committee. One of the represent- 
atives had urged passage of the Dies resolution as a 
tribute to Dickstein. 

Between the time the resolution was passed and the 
committee was appointed, Mr. Austrian, representing 
the American Jewish Committee, and Messrs. Living- 
ston and Goodstock, representing the Anti-Defama- 
tion League, approached Mr. Bankhead, then Speaker 
of the House, and convinced him that it would be in- 
advisable to appoint a Jew to the committtee. They 
told him Mr. Dickstein had agreed with them. Mr. 
Dickstein has told me he knew nothing about the 
matter until it was all settled. 
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And the Dies Committee was born—seven good 
men and true. Originally one liberal was appointed, 
and one a few years later. Perhaps if Mr. Dickstein 
had been appointed he, too, would have been out- 
voted by the Klansmen and the pro-fascists. But it is 
interesting to realize that the present character of the 
Dies Committee is at least partly due to the work of 
those who claim to combat anti-Semitism. 

There is also the little story floating around “in- 
formed circles” about the time, some years ago, when 
these same two groups clubbed together as unofficial 
sponsors and backers of an investigation of anti-Sem- 
itism in the country. When the findings pointed to a 
link between the anti-Semities and local and foreign 
fascists—a link too strong to be ignored—the report 
was shelved. It could be used, it was argued, to prove 
that Jews are Communists. 

The denouement of this story came when Mr. John 
L. Spivack, often suspected of being a Communist, re- 
ceived permission to examine the files of the investi- 
gation, and the next heard of it was a series of articles 
in New Masses, every second paragraph beginning, 
“So I said to the Senator...” The articles were later 
published as a book which created quite a stir. 


Even today, after a long record of ineffectual sec- 
recy during which every blunder the above organiza- 
tions made became known and whatever good they 
are doing is often confidential material, these groups 
will not talk. They are not willing to say a word to 
anybody about what has been done and what is being 
done with respect to a situation that is becoming 
every day more threatening. The matter, they say, is 
too “delicate.” 

But the Jews of America are the ones who will ul- 
timately have to face the problem, and reap the ques- 
tionable rewards of the secret work of secret commit- 
tees. They have a right to know that something is be- 
ing done; they have a right to know what is being 
done. And I do not refer only to “responsible” Jews, 
but to the mass of Jews who are not affiliated with 
any organization as well. The situation is admittedly 
delicate; it is so delicate it may explode in our face. 


AS FOR the Jewish representatives in Congress, 
the situation is only slightly more heartening. 
For years they have looked upon anti-Semitic utter- 
ances by their colleagues in the same way one would 
regard dirty words written on walls by bad little boys. 
At one time there may have been justification for this 
attitude. Today that justification no longer exists, but 
the attitude remains. 

The chief method of attack, as has already been 
stated, consists in quoting the Bill of Rights. I have a 
letter from Representative Sabath of Illinois, chair- 
man of the powerful House Committee on Rules. He 
writes: “You can understand that by striving for the 
rights of all the people, as these rights are expressed 
in the Declaration of Independence and in the Bill of 


Rights of the Constitution, I am fulfilling my obliga-’ 
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tions as a member of Congress, as we are sworn to 
defend the Constitution from all internal and ex- 
ternal enemies.” 

“These immortal American documents...” 

Few of the Jewish members take any open action 
at all. True, they will vote for an immigration bill, or 
against an obviously repressive measure. But Con- 
gressional anti-Semitism rarely manifests itself in any 
matter that will come up for a vote. Usually it is ex- 
pressed as a casual part of a debate on a wholly differ- 
ent matter, or as an extension of remarks. In this 
regard very little is done. 

What little there is done, however, shows a grow- 
ing change in attitude and holds promise for an in- 
crease in the quality and the quantity of intelligent. 
action. There are a few very interesting examples of 
this change of attitude. 

Representative Lambertson of Kansas made a 
statement in the House a few months ago (JEWISH 
FRONTIER, August, 1941) in which he implied that 
the opposition to Lindbergh was all Jewish, and he 
cited a list of names to prove it. A short while later, 
Representative Leon Sacks of Pennsylvania stood up 
on the floor of the House to refute him point for 
point. The important thing is not the refutation. 
Such refutations have often been made in the past, al- 
though rarely in such detail. The change is noticeable 
in the fact that Mr. Sacks was not apologetic. He 
made no excuses for the fact that there are Jews alive 
in the world, and did not try to justify their existence 
by referring to the Constitution. 


On April 24th of this year, Representative Rankin 
of Mississippi used some remarks about Walter Lipp- 
mann as an excuse for definitely anti-Semitic utter- 
ances. He received a letter from Representative Sam- 
uel A. Weiss of Pennsylvania. Most of the letter was 
along the old line, but one sentence is significant. “I 
would appreciate your informing me who the Inter- 
national Jews and the International Jewish Bankers 
are who you think are causing this war.” 

Rankin’s reply was unsatisfactory. He wrote: 

I want you to understand that when I refer to the Inter- 
national Jew I am not talking about you American Jews 
who are here doing your duty. 

Let me say in this connection that we have Inter- 
national Gentiles who are doing the same thing that some 
International Jews are doing. They are both bringing 
trouble for your people and mine. 

Certainly Mr. Weiss’s letter did not prevent Ran- 
kin’s notorious statement of June 4. It has not pre- 
vented him from continuing his stand, and intensify- 
ing it. But it does show that the Jews can pass from 
the defensive to the offensive. The anti-Semites can 
be forced to prove their statements. They will be no 
less anti-Semitic, but they will be less vociferous. 

The most significant development in this direction 
is House Resolution 231. As chairman of the House 
Committee on Immigration and Naturalization, Mr. 
Dickstein, sponsor of the resolution, is closer to the 
problem of anti-Semitism than any of his colleagues, 
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and it is perhaps natural that he should lead whatever 


fight there has been. But H. Res. 231 is a definite and 
significant departure. 

The resolution calls for a Congressional committee 
to investigate charges made against the Jews. The 
importance of this cannot be grasped until it is real- 
ized that the efficacy of the Protocols of the Elders of 
Zion in the English-speaking world and in Western 
Europe has been greatly reduced since they were 
proved a forgery in a Swiss court. H. Res. 231 fol- 
lows the same technique of dragging it out in the 
open where you can step on it. | 

Whether Mr. Sabath’s Committee on Rules will 
report the resolution out is a different matter. This 
much is certain: among the Jewish members of Con- 
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gress, at least, there is a small but growing realization 
that to disprove anti-Semitic statements, those who 
make them must be forced to try and prove them in 
the open, and that Jews need not perpetually be quot- 
ing the Declaration of Independence and the Bill of 
Rights in order to live. 

This is a great step forward but it does not solve 
the problem of anti-Semitism in Congress. The prob- 
lem will not be solved until the anti-Semites are 
driven into the open, and until the fight against them 
is carried into the open. The real need is for a com- 
mittee representing as much of American Jewry as 
can be represented, and not just a small monied 
group, to carry on the fight in co-operation with the 
Jewish Congressmen who are willing to fight. 


What Makes Sammy Run and Schulberg Halt 


by J. L. Teller 


yee snappy name of Budd Schulberg’s first novel 
“What Makes Sammy Run?”, has helped to ac- 
quire for the book a popularity which doubtlessly 
advances its sales and a notoriety which fits into the 
designs of the Wheeler-Nye clique. The phrase 
“What Makes Sammy Run?” lends itself to the 
kind of subtle innuendo with which outspoken anti- 
Semites and those who merely display “grave con- 
cern” over the future of the American Jew, can work 
miracles. 

That is why I have felt embarrassed when Gentile 
friends recommended the book to me as good read- 
ing, and I seemed to detect, at such times, a derisive 
glint in their eyes. 

“What Makes Sammy Run?”, written by the son 
of a movie mogul, has been widely acclaimed for 
“blowing the lid off the movie industry.” In the 
public mind Hollywood is unavoidably associated 
with Jews, its poor taste and shabby morals are al- 
ways chalked up in the Jews’ debit column. 

The above is by way of introduction, a confession 
of prejudices to forewarn the reader of my approach 
to Schulberg’s novel. I can’t help but consider the 
“Jewish angle.” 

The first three-quarters of the book are skilfully 
done, with a thorough knowledge of the material. 
Schulberg is a disciple of the school of hard-boiled 


“writing, a genre in which Hemingway pioneered. 


Hemingway's style and attitude, ground in postwar 
reactions, had an ominous function, even a social 
mission. In its later day, John O'Hara transmigra- 
tion, this hardboiled attitude is no longer functional, 
it is chronic. In O'Hara we miss Hemingway’s sense 
of foreboding. His is a glorified cynicism, seasoned 
by the movie sort of melodrama. 

As a craftsman Schulberg is contiguous to O’Hara 
in that he follows ‘the movie formula, but his hard- 





boiledness is functional like Hemingway’s. Schul- 
berg can’t afford to be chronically inured, because 
he is a Jew and this is 1941. 

He follows yet another tradition, that of Samuel 
Ornitz and Jerome Weidman. His Jewishness is no 
less harassing to him than to his colleagues. We are 
assured by the reviewers and blurb-writers that his 
major character, Sam Glick, could very well be a non- 
Jew. Schulberg himself assures us, from the lips of 
his personae, that Hollywood is peopled by the Sam 
Glicks of many nationalities. Nevertheless Schul- 
berg’s Sam Glick is Jewish and the author tries to 
interpret and explain him in the terms of his early 
environment and his conflict with parental tradi- 
tions. Insisting that Sammy is a Hollywood com- 
posite, the author nonetheless seeks in the Ghetto 
the lineage of Sammy’s moral quirks. 

Still, the dissimilarity between Weidman’s and 
Schulberg’s treatment of their Jewish characters is 
noteworthy. 

Weidman’s characters are streamlined, up-to-date 
Potash and Perlmutter, catering to the Albert Jay 
Nock myth of the Jew. His manufacturer is greedy 
and grasping, his Jewish radical is opportunistic and 
profligate, and the radical girl is, as prescribed, licen- 
tious and lewdly amorous. These types are not un- 
true, but they are certainly unrepresentative, and 
libelous when projected as typical. There is little 
doubt in my mind that Jerome Weidman is out to 
satiate Goyish morbidity as regards the Jews. 

Not so Schulberg. 

Sincerely and laboriously, almost tediously, he 
aims to convince his reader that while Sam Glick 
is Jewish, he is not Jewry, and that there is more to 
Glick—of pathos and genuine tragedy—than meets 
the eye. 
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To balance Sam Glick, the author ushers in other 
Jewish types, all of them idealists by gradation; 
neurotically scrupulous, punctiliously moral, and 
generally incompetent in daily affairs. But there is 
too much sameness about these characters, they 
appear as stooges rather than deflectors, although 
the author most certainly intended some of them to 
counterpoise the morally unconscious Glick. 

The reader’s final impression is that the success- 
ful Jew is invariably aggressive, out to smother 
the world with his bare knuckles, while the unag- 
gressive Jew is simultaneously saint and nincompoop. 
Al Manheim, Julian, Israel and Sammy's father 
share the same characteristics in varying degrees. My 
guess is that the dynamic American will find them 
as loathesome as Running Sammy. Most irksome is 
the fact that most of them fail to detract from Sammy, 
because they are unreal, fictitious. 

The larger part of the book deals with Hollywood, 
which is secure ground for Schulberg’s talents. He 
knows the town and its people, handles his characters 
and situations with deftness and understanding, and 
understanding never breeds malignancy. His Sam 
Glick is unpleasant, but not libelous. 

In the last chapters Schulberg explores alien 
ground. 

Al Manheim, the narrator, in search of Sam Glick’s 
antecedents, excurses into the East Side ghetto, and 
that is where the defamatory writing begins. Schul- 
berg attempts to trace the motives for Glick’s “suc- 
cess marathon” to his environment; “try to think of 
it this way, there was an epidemic raging in that 
neighborhood of his—more contagious than infan- 
tile paralysis—and he caught one of the worst cases.” 

This is definite traducement of the East Side. In 
Schulberg’s opinion all East Siders are, more or less, 
psychologically disabled. Israel Glick, brother of 
Sammy, and Julian Bromberg, the “goody-goodies” 
of the novel, are portrayed as thwarted and warped 
souls. 

We therefore have the right to ask: How well 
does Schulberg know the East Side? 

By his own admission, published in an interview 
in the book review section of one of the New York 
papers, his acquaintance with the Ghetto was a brief 
one. Like his character Al Manheim, he came to the 
East Side in search of Glick’s early traces and spent 
there some three weeks. 

The following obvious errors will illustrate how 
little the Hollywood chronicler learned about the 
East Side: 

Sam Glick, selling papers to supplement his 
father’s meager earnings and obsessed with lewd 
practices into which guttersnipes induct him, is too 
busy to learn the Brochoth for his Bar Mitzva. His 
father, profoundly grieved by the fact, tears his lapel 
and “sits Shiva.” A son’s failure to prepare for Bar 
Mitzva will surely bring untold grief to the parents, 
but will not be cause for Shiva; only conversion or 
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inter-marriage would lead a parent to such a drastic 
measure. The whole situation, as depicted by Schul- 
berg, is therefore untrue. But still, Shiva serves his 
situation, gives it a poignant close-up. Schulberg is 
addicted to the movie technique, and movies—even 
the finest—have a dash of melodrama. 

The movies give you a dash of everything, and 
manage to exploit—with serious intent or for comic 
effect—psycho-analysis, Picasso, etc. So does Schul- 
berg. He is especially preoccupied with Sam Glick’s 
“shoe complex.” He discovers that Sammy now has 
his shoes made to order by master-cobblers, because 
up to his sixth year he roamed the streets barefooted. 
One may see on the East Side children in tattered, 
patched shoes, but roam the streets to your heart’s 
content and still you will not find children completely 
barefoot. 

Schulberg tells us of Sam Glick’s saintly father, 
that on a Passover evening he went down to the 
Bowery to invite a tramp to the Seder. It takes ignor- 
ance of a religious Jew’s reactions, to have Glick 
Senior ask a Bowery character to partake of the 
Seder. It is stretching the Hagada admonition of “Kol 
Dichfin” a bit too far, when you have a pious Jew set 
out in search of a Mitzva-tramp on the Bowery, where 
tramps are not scarce. 

We are introduced to Sammy's older brother, 
Israel, who has remained with his mother on Riving- 
ton Street, working in the settlement house there. 
Israel is a regular attendant of the evening prayer 
services, and sips tea from a saucer, with a lump of 
sugar between his teeth. The social workers I know 
are snobbish and rather snooty, generally quite pol- 
ished, a mongrel species betwixt Union Square and 
Eton. I can’t imagine any of them attending daily 
services and sipping tea from saucers, not—mind you 
—that I object to people indulging in such prac- 
tices. Israel augments the impression that Schulberg’s 
knowledge of the East Side is not derived from direct 
contact. 

Another, although minor, error: 

Sam Glick, we are told, loathed the cheder be- 
cause the melamed’s instruction deprived him daily 
of three hours which he could have spent to better 
advantage playing in the streets. Well, cheder in- 
struction never lasts longer than a half hour. Even 
those Talmud Torahs that take pride in a maximalist 
program, haven't classes lasting more than two hours 
a day. 

Impressed by Schulberg’s realistic description of 
Hollywood we must nevertheless deprecate his dis- 
torted picture of the East Side. 

There would be little complaint against his book 
if he had been satisfied with delineating the Holly- 
wood Sammy, without searching for his antecedents. 

Schulberg presents Glick as a pathetic figure, de- 
serving of compassion. But by planting him on the 
East Side, describing him as a product of its condi- 
tions, the author absolves Sammy and maligns the 
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East Side. Basing his judgment on Schulberg’s testi- 
mony, the reader is bound to decide that as long as 
the same conditions still prevail on the East Side, it 
will continue producing Glicks, and that not only 
Sammy, but the whole East Side must be quarantined, 
despite our compassion. 

“What Makes Sammy Run?” is noxious for this 
very reason. 

It is strange, and perhaps not so strange, that nov- 
els about the East Side, written by Jews in English, 
are liberally seasoned with the lewdest sex. Thus 
Samuel Ornitz, Mike Gold, Schulberg. Both Ornitz 
and Gold dealt with the Allen St. red light period 
and could therefore claim justification for depicting 
the East Side as they did. Schulberg can offer no such 
excuse. Sex is simply a component in his prescription 
for a tense and best-selling novel. 

But why do Jewish writers in American letters 
draw only the negative features of East Side or Bronx 
life? 

In Samuel Ornitz’s case the reason is, in my opin- 
ion, very obvious. His novel was, in many respects, 
autobiographical. Writers are only human and suc- 
cumb easily to the frailty of glorifying their exper- 
iences, and since it is generally accepted that real 
pathos and tragedy are to be found only in the “lower 
depths,” many writers have defamed their past and 
their families in the attempt to glorify them. We must 
keep in mind that the average Jewish family clings 
through direst poverty to moral standards of which 
the real “lower depths” are entirely unaware. 

This explanation may suffice to reveal the motives 
of natives of the Ghetto who have done it little jus- 
tice in depicting its life. 

How shall we, however, explain Schulberg’s atti- 
tude? 

It seems that he put too much faith in the movie 
version of East Side life and in the writings of his 
predecessors. We should also bear in mind that Schul- 
berg, not unlike many other Jews who were brought 
up outside its confines, feels drawn under the im- 
pact of recent events to the East Side. It is atavistic. 
It is their kind of Zionism. Realizing that their roots 
in American life are subject to the whim of political 
upheaval, they seek security and thus unconsciously 
revert to the Ghetto. Accepting this viewpoint, we 
can readily understand that the approach of Ornitz 
and Schulberg to the Ghetto stems from the same 
psychological source. It is an attempt at glorification 
by defamation. For reference on this subject, read 
Freud on the intermingling of the love and hate im- 
pulses. . 

At any rate, Schulberg is not Jew-conscious in the 
exhibitionist manner of Ben “A Jew In Love” Hecht. 
He is possessed of, and by, a Jewish conscience, which 
is bound to give his later work scope and depth if he 
proceeds in the direction of Jewish soul-probing. 

In conclusion, some may question Schulberg’s 
wisdom in projecting a Sam Glick on the canvass of 
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American Letters at this particular time. Well, Schul- 
berg’s novel can have very little effect on the increase 
or decrease of anti-Semitism, at a time when millions 
receive their political nourishment from the Protocols 
of Zion and when Wheeler and Nye are adding new 
chapters to the Protocols by putting the future war- 
guilt on American Jewry’s threshold. 


It would be unjust to demand of Schulberg that he 
refrain from portraying Jews he knows, for the 
simple reason that they are negative characters. Such 
an attitude would hamper our artists, make their work 
self-conscious, submit them to a stringent self-disci- 
pline ostensibly dictated by the instinct of communal 
self-preservation, but in reality motivated by a feel- 
ing of insufficiency in a world in which Christian val- 
ues set the standard. Such restrictions assumed volun- 
tarily by Jewish writers would be, to a certain degree, 
as serious a concession as the relinquishment of poli- 
tical or economic rights. It would certainly be a step 
in that direction. 


The larger portion of Schulberg’s book is real. 
Realism justifies itself. “What Makes Sammy Run?” 
and “I Can Get It For You Wholesale” do not belong 
in the same category. Schulberg probes in all sincer- 
ity, while Weidman designed his Ghetto novels ac- 
cording to the anti-Semitic formula regarding Jews: 
one third—sex, one third—money-greed, and one 
third—Communism. 
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THE ZIONIST SITUATION TODAY 


by Berl Katznelson 


FO MANY years the Zionist movement avoided 
discussion of remote problems. We realized that 
debating ultimate aims would in no way hasten their 
attainment. In 1917 there occurred a definite situa- 
tion in the midst of turbulent world events, and the 
Balfour Declaration which was then issued provided 
us some basis for work in Palestine. On this basis we 
continued to toil from 1917 until the recent issuance 
of the White Paper. It is quite possible that had Zion- 
ist statesmen during the first world war had a more 
concrete and clear conception of the situation at hand, 
they would have concentrated their activity on much 
simpler demands, such as free Jewish immigration in- 
to Palestine, and unhampered purchase of land. Our 
work might then have attained much greater results. 
But it would be idle to speculate on what might have 
happened. We were forced to devote ourselves to 
modest labors until a more auspicious hour should 
strike, and we did what we could. Some might blame 
the Jewish people for not providing us with greater 
means to accomplish more. Others may claim that 
the Zionist leadership had not fully exploited those 
resources which the people did give. Be that as it 
may, the fact remains that we have attained what we 
have in Palestine today, and no more. 

Had the world been spared the chaos of the events 
of recent years, events whose first rumblings we felt in 
Palestine as far back as the invasion of Ethiopia, we 
would have continued our quiet work without devot- 
ing much time to speculation on remote major ques- 
tions. We were making progress and we very prob- 
ably would have stuck to our argument: as long as 
there exists an opportunity to advance our work in 
Palestine step by step, we will do so and try to hasten 
it; but we will waste no time on “big talk.” But un- 
fortunately we were confronted with a situation 
which not only impeded our work, but also set narrow 
confines to our aspirations. This new situation hin- 
dered us not only by the force of the laws which were 
enacted to cramp our work but also by hamstringing 
our inner forces. The new situation which put a limit 
on Jewish immigration into Palestine and also on 
land purchases served to strengthen the doubts and 
opposition within Jewish ranks with which we always 
had to contend. 

The Zionist movement cannot exist as a sect of true 
believers; it must be a practical movement putting a 
national program into effect.. It requires the sympathy 
and support of the masses and not only the allegiance 
of the chosen few who remain loyal to their ideal 
through thick and thin. The issuance of the White 
Paper served to dampen that enthusiasm which the 
Jewish masses had previously felt for Zionism. And 
as long as we cannot transfer large numbers of Jews 


to Palestine and settle them on new stretches of land 
—a task that is almost impossible under present cir- 
cumstances—we cannot appeal to the mass of Jews 
throughout the world in the name of a great cause of 
national redemption. If our construction work cannot 
follow a path of rapid growth and expansion, the 
plan of building a home for large masses, then we 
have no right to demand the tremendous means that 
are required for such a task. That which can and 
should be demanded of the Jewish people for mass 
immigration and colonization which should serve as a 
basis for still further settlement, cannot be required . 
merely for the existing community in Palestine. 


The outbreak of the war found us in this situation. 
It is possible that the war will be followed by tremen- 
dous transformations in the world. Whether these 
transformations will be favorable to the vital interests 
of the Jews we do not now know. But we do know 
that so far the war has delivered us severe blows. The 
pre-war defeatism, the destruction wrought in the 
invaded countries, the fear of the enemy and the 
attempt to placate doubtful elements in the world 
who might succumb to the enemy appeals, the general 
decline of Jewish worth and influence throughout the 
world—all of these factors have caused us great harm. 
An allied victory may improve our situation, but such 
an improvement will not follow automatically. Ef- 
forts will be needed to achieve it. We need firm Zion- 
ist political action and the mobilization of all Jewish 
national forces that are at our command. 


What should be the backbone of our policy at this 
time? Merely an attempt to undo the harm of the 
White Paper? Should we strive for a return of Pales- 
tine to the conditions of the Mandate? 


Whatever the general atmosphere following the 
war, we can expect only defeats unless the Zionist 
movement makes a firm stand on its full political 
platform. This means the full solution of the Jewish 
Question, the transformation of millions of homeless 
and defenseless Jews into a people that is not depen- 
dent on the love or hatred of others. Should this be 
accepted as the basis of our demands, all questions 
pertaining to the future of Palestine would have to be 
viewed in the light of this goal. Otherwise all our 
complaints and suggestions will be of no worth. As 
long as the right of Jews to reestablish themselves as. a 
people in Palestine will not be recognized, then all 
statements and declarations issuing from the. govern- 
ment in London will only amount to grammar exer- 
cises on the part of the colonial officials. It is there- 
fore best to return to the original basic principles of 
Zionism, to the mandates of the Bible, to the unflinch- 
ing determination of a people to live. 
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It would be futile to base our demands on declara- 
tions that were issued many years ago. We must not 
limit our demands to these statements which were 
themselves attempts to circumscribe our work. We 
must again raise the banner of the solution of the 
Jewish Question—of a Jewish state. 

I admit that statehood is not the most important 
element in our program. If it were possible to have a 
regime that assures free mass immigration and colon- 
ization in Palestine, the existence of a Jewish state as 
such would become of secondary importance. But our 
experiences in recent years should have taught us that 
in the present period of world history there is only 
one type of regime that can guarantee these condi- 
tions, and that is a Jewish state. Statehood is not an 
aim in itself, but it is a prerequisite for the attainment 
of the fundamental aims of a people. We never 
agreed with those who said that a Jewish state is a 
reactionary concept, because they generally main- 
tained that a state was permissible for other peoples 
but not for us. If we discouraged the demands for im- 
mediate Jewish statehood in the past, it was only 
because we felt that our achievements to date did not 
yet justify it. We feared that a premature demand for 
statehood might cause great harm. 

Then came some British statesmen in the Peel 
Commission and suggested the establishment of a 
Jewish state. They even suggested something that we 
had always feared to mention—population transfers. 
But after British political leaders had reduced this 
suggestion to a mere caricature of the idea by propos- 
ing to limit the state to an insignificant area, they 
withdrew the plan altogether. This episode is never- 
theless not without importance. The spoken word 
cannot be cancelled. The subject was discussed at 
congresses, the Zionist movement was aroused and 
even elements that had always objected to the idea of 
a Jewish state had then become enthusiastic support- 
ers of the Peel recommendations. Many who opposed 
the conclusions of the Peel commission did so not 
because they objected to a Jewish state but only 
because the recommendations did not provide the 
conditions for a functioning state. Should the Zionist 
movement fail to raise the question of a Jewish state 
at the time when all world problems will be discussed 
anew, there could be but two explanations for such an 
attitude. Either the Zionist movement lacks the cour- 
age and sincerity to announce its true aims, or it has 
really abdicated all aspirations to independence and 
has compromised with the idea of the existence of a 
Jewish national minority within an Arab Palestinian 
state. 

The question of Palestine as a Jewish state is no 
doubt closely linked to the problem of its relations to 
the surrounding area. We do not know how the prob- 
lems of the near East will be solved. But I believe 
that there exists one cardinal principle according to 
which we should conduct our negotiations with the 


Arabs. 
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There is no shortage of well meant plans for reach- 
ing an understanding with the Arabs. All these plans 
rotate about one point—that the Arabs should guar- 
antee us “peace,” that they would make no more pog- 
roms and perhaps even allow us to settle in Arab 
countries. In exchange for this favor, the various 
plans suggest that we repay the Arabs by healing their 
sick, developing their culture, and cooperating with 
them in industry, trade and in a legislative council. I 
do not know what the Arabs think of this exchange. It 
seems to me that we offer little of any value. I am also 
convinced that these plans ask very little of the Arabs. 
There is one thing lacking in this transaction—Zion- 
ism. A closer examination of all these plans reveals 
the fact that their authors ignored the possibility that 
we could negotiate on the basis of the realization of 
the full program of Zionism. All of these projects 
involve a compromise of Zionist aims. These com- 
promises did not endear the plans to the Arabs and 
only made them unpopular among Jews. The labor 
Zionist movement, the only force in Palestine that 
acted realistically and with responsibility in the 
sphere of reaching an understanding with the Arabs, 
never favored plans of the above variety. We were 
aware that one cannot fool history. We knew that if 
any lasting understanding between Jews and Arabs - 
would be reached, it would come about on the basis of 
a full realization of Zionism. 


We should say to the Arab peoples: You look 
upon us, Jews, as a hindrance in the path of your 
unity and independence. We do not deny this. As 
long as you, Arabs, reject Zionism and seek to stifle 
our work, we cannot sympathize with your indepen- 
dence. Both we and you have learned that either of us 
is strong enough to hinder the other but not strong 
enough to attain his full aims without the cooperation 
of the other. You will never attain your aims without 
our help nor will you get rid of us through your cam- 
paign against Zionism. We are ready to aid your 
efforts toward unity and independence if you will 
cease troubling us and you will recognize Palestine as 
a Jewish state. On such a basis it is possible to achieve 
mutual understanding and cooperation. 

I do not wish to imply that such a stand would 
meet with immediate sympathy among the Arabs. 
They might reject such a proposal many times, but in 
the end they might accept it. It is also possible that 
the empire which sponsored Arab unity in the past 
might decide to do so again and realize that it could 
not be accomplished without reckoning with the 
Jews. When that moment comes, the Zionist move- 
ment must speak clearly in the name of the Jewish 
people and advance concrete demands. 

I realize that still other problems might arise. 
Because of the situation in France, the question of 
borders between Palestine and Syria might come up 
again. New political units might be established on 
the borders of Palestine and we might have to put up 
a struggle for the inclusion of the Hauran within the 
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limits of Palestine. The question of population trans- 
fers might crop up again in our day. But even this 
vital question could be solved through a mutual 
agreement for the benefit of both. 

I do not deny that a discussion of these questions 
may create differences of opinion throughout Jewry as 
well as in the Zionist movement. I suspect that there 
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is more anti-Zionist sentiment among Jews today 
than ever before in the history of the movement. 
Anti-Zionist forces crystallize in England and in 
America and the faith within Zionist ranks has been 
weakened. But this discussion of vital matters can- 
not be avoided, and the inner struggle that may result 
from differences of opinion must be weathered. 


ARAB AND JEW TODAY 


by Shulamith Schwartz 


O NLY A very rash person would even attempt 
to prophecy the ultimate outcome of the Arab- 
Jewish situation in Palestine. Always subject to the 
influence of large external factors, the development 
of the relationship between Arabs and Jews is now 
inextricably bound up with the course the War will 
take. Even through the thick veil of censorship it was 
clear at the time of the fall of Crete that an Axis 
invasion of Syria and Palestine would be the signal 
for violent anti-Jewish riots efficiently planned and 
executed by a large machine under the control of the 
former Mufti of Jerusalem. The invasion did not take 
place, and we have continued to read and hear of 
increased Arab-Jewish cooperation in many places 
and many fields of activity. Certainly, a situation in 
which sincere and constantly growing friendship can 
at any moment be interrupted by bloody violence, 
seems no less than paradoxical. A very logical explan- 
ation of the paradox was offered some months ago by 
one of the keenest and best informed students of the 
Arab problem, Michael Asaph, of the Davar staff, 
whose analysis has almost the clear-cut quality of a 
formula. “There is a natural tendency to economic 
and social rapprochement between these two peoples 
living in the same country, but this tendency is con- 
stantly balked by political factors. As soon as British 
resistance in the autumn of 1940 made it clear that 
the war would be a long one and that the political 
aspirations of small nations would have to wait upon 
its end, the Arab emphasis upon, and interest in, 
politics declined sharply in Palestine and the natural 
tendency to rapprochement came into play”. 

The natural tendency to rapprochement, a survey 
of the past year indicates, was all the stronger because 
it had been suppressed during the three years of the 
riots. Throughout the country Arab and Jewish vil- 
lages began to exchange visits, children from villages 
in the Emek and the Judaean Mountains being taken 
for the first time in their young lives into the Arab 
schools and homes just a stone’s throw away. Teachers 
invited the neighboring Arab school children and 
their instructors to holiday celebrations. Soccer teams 
arranged joint matches, and Arab athletes who had 
participated in a game at Tel-Aviv, were feted in a 


cafe to the accompaniment of friendly speeches. Read- 


ing the newspaper you suddenly discovered an an- 
nouncement of commiseration with the head of the 
children’s village of Ben-Shemen upon the loss of a 
relative; the warm and friendly words were signed by 
three leading Arabs of Lydda, the Arab town which 
had made Ben-Shemen’s existence so dangerous dur- 
ing all the years of the riots. 


Cultural interchange, too, made unprecedented ad- 
vances. The Arab press commented for the first time 
—and very warmly—upon a Hebrew play, “Michal, 
Daughter of Saul,” Habima’s new Biblical drama 
written by a Palestinian author. One of Palestine’s 
leading Arab intellectuals, Araf el Araf, district com- 
missioner at Gaza and author of an excellent work on 
the Beduins of the south, lectured at the Hebrew Uni- 
versity before a large gathering including Moshe 
Shertok, head of the Political Department of the 
Jewish Agency. Invited earlier in the year to visit a 
Solel Boneh labor camp engaged on military projects 
in his district, Araf el Araf announced in his speech 
to the workers that he now regretted his attitude dur- 
ing the riots. He repeated that sentiment in Tel-Aviv 
as a participant in one of the regular Friday night 
“Living Newspapers” arranged by the Hebrew Journ- 
alists Association. The bulk of his talk there was in 
English but he began in good Hebrew, “the language 
I love and have long stidied, the language that is sis- 
ter to my own.” There were as many as 1500 people 
in the audience, Davar reported, “and they all ap- 
plauded the entrance of the visitor’s wife who came in 
with her veil thrown back, surrounded by her child- 
ren.” Not only Araf el Araf and his family but a large 
number of Arab newspapermen were present that eve- 
ning, for in honor of the distinguished guest's visit to 
Tel-Aviv the Hebrew Journalists’ Association had in- 
vited the Arab newspapermen of Jaffa to tea in the 
afternoon and the meeting in the evening. It was the 
first time in Palestinian history that Arab and Hebrew 
journalists have ever met with each other. The Arab 
press, it will be remembered, played a particularly 
virulent role during the disturbances. Falastin was 
not the least venomous of the papers, but it was one ~ 
of its editors who asserted at the tea that “it is the duty 
of the journalists to lead the inhabitants of this Holy 
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Land to unity.” His speech was translated into Heb- 
rew by another Arab journalist. 

At still another Friday night Living Newspaper 
there was an Arab participant, this time a remarkable 
young scholar of Egyptian descent and with Egyptian 
cultural connections. He spoke in Hebrew on “Naz- 
ism and Islam” proving with copious quotations from 
the Koran, aided by the Bible, that the two were ab- 
solutely incompatible. His translations of Bialik, 
Achad Haam, Peretz and other Hebrew writers have 
appeared in Egyptian magazines, and the burden of 
his talk was an exhortation to Jews and Arabs to 
forget their differences and once more create jointly 
a great Semitic civilization. A rare young man with a 
rather individual point of view, he is, one hopes, a 
portent rather than a unique phenomenon. Certainly 
it must have been a memorable experience to hear 
his liquid Oriental Hebrew, uncorrupted by two thous- 
and years of Europe. At a little gathering after the 
meeting he chose, in lieu of a speech, to recite Judah 
Halevi’s wonderful ode to Jerusalem, “the beautiful 
of scene, the delight of all the earth, for whom my 
soul yearns from the end of the West,” one of those 
poems that kept Jewish nationalism alive through the 
ages. “Perhaps,” he said to a neighbor at the table, 
“I pronounce the words just as the author did.” 

The economic field would obviously be one of the 
first to be affected by the spirit of rapprochement. All 
differences between Arab and Jew were forgotten by 
the citrus growers overwhelmed by their common dif- 
ficulties: the loss of markets, the scarcity of shipping 
space to the few that remain, the slowness with which 
the Palestine Government came to their aid. Cables 
brought us news through the year of joint conferences, 
joint delegations to Government House, joint plans 
and joint achievement of at least some of the objec- 
tives. The rich human background behind the cables 
is delightfully pictured in two descriptive sketches by 
M. Kapeluk of Davar whose work is unfailingly char- 
acterized by erudite knowledge of Arabic and Arab 
customs and by keen, humorous understanding and a 
quick eye. The first joint conference took place in one 
of the most elegant homes in the village of Sheikh 
Munis, and swarthy Sudanese servants brought cold 
lemonade to a group in which tribesmen, spectacled 
members of kvutzot, rich city-bred effendis and erst- 
while Polish textile manufacturers mingled easily 
with each other. “The South African orange grower 
constantly passed around cigars made in his own fac- 
tory and, totally ignorant of Arabic and rather weak 
in Hebrew, expressed in homely Yiddish his admira- 
tion of the eloquence of an urbane young descendent 


of Beduins.” 


There were even more incongrous contrasts at the 
spring conference held in the magnificent new cinema 
at Jaffa. Before a sea of two thousand heads in every 
variety of oriental and occidental headgear, the mayor 
of Jaffa, himself a great land-owner, opened the meet- 
ing in the name of Allah the merciful. There was a 
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profusion of oratory, the Arabic more rhetorical and 
the Hebrew more lucid and factual. By the time the 
muezzin’s noontime call was heard, the chairman felt 
it proper to suggest that no more delegates be given 
the floor. But then the unexpected happened, and the 
Arab half of the audience suddenly came face to face 
with the feminism that is one of the very foundation 
stones of Jewish Palestine. A tall, middle-aged 
woman with a weather-beaten face and hands made 
her way to the speakers’ table. Before the chairman 
could decide how to react, she had begun in a clear 
voice, “I trust the Arab members of the audience will 
pardon me. I know that women do not speak in public 
at their assemblies, but after all I am no longer 
young.” There was a burst of laughter, and she con- 
quered the crowd as no speaker had before, making 
a convincing, hard-hitting speech. “Long may she 
live!” murmured an Arab journalist who understood 
Hebrew, and the interpreter, before proceeding to 
translate her remarks, felt compelled to insert a typi- 
cally Arabic rhetorical flourish: “How can I, the weak 
of wit, translate the glorious words of this illustrious 
one among womankind?” 

The inevitable compulsion of circumstances is re- 
sponsible for the cooperation of orange growers in a 
time of emergency, and even the other types of co- 
operation previously mentioned might be considered 
more or less spontaneous. Certain other significant 
developments in the field of Arab-Jewish relations are 
due to a very conscious policy on the part of the Poli- 
tical Department of the Jewish Agency. Aside from 
publications in Arabic and regular political work it is 
devoting itself particularly to the problem of educa- 
tion. There is now, for the first time, a supervisor of 
Arabic studies in the Hebrew school system; he hap- 
pens to be particularly suited for the post, since he is 
Palestinian born, acquainted with Arabs from his 
childhood days, and formerly a professor in an Egypt- 
ian university. Even where Arabic has been conscien- 
tiously taught in the past, classical rather than modern 
Arabic has been stressed and the student has still 
found it difficult actually to converse with Arabs or to 
read their daily press. Hence the great importance of a 
little sixteen-page manual just published as the first 
of a series subsidized by the Education Department 
of the Vaad Leumi and selling at little more than a 
nickel. Called “Selections from the Arab Press,” the 
manual, arranged by a group of Jewish teachers of 
Arabic, and equipped with a vocabulary and notes, 
contains recent items from Arabic papers. It is intend- 
ed not only to teach the student journalistic Arabic 
but to acquaint him with the social, economic, and 
cultural life of Arabs in Palestine and neighboring 
countries. 

At the same time the Agency’s Political Depart- 
ment has been making an interesting experiment in 
adult education through the appointment of special 
instructors for Arabic and for “the development of 
proper relations with Arab neighbors.” These instruc- 
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which, unlike those of the Second and Third Aliya, 
have not yet been able to build up a tradition of co- 
operation with neighboring Arabs. Because of lack of 
funds, the most pressing cases have been selected; 
none of the twenty-five settlements is near older vil- 
lages which might serve as guides in Arab relations; 
all of them are far-removed from centers of popula- 
tion—either on the Syrian or Transjordan border or 
in the extreme south, and all of them are surrounded 
by Arab villages, in one case by as many as eight. 
The Political Department's aim in appointing these 
instructors is to bring matters as quickly as possible 
to the point where there will be no settlement with- 
out a number of members who know Arabic. In each 
village the instructors are working intensively with 
those most apt and eager to learn, who will later be 
able to guide and teach the other villages. As soon as 
such a group of students has been adequately trained, 
the instructors move on to other settlements in need 
of their services. They are creating their jobs as they 
go along, for their work is absolutely uncharted and 
includes not only classroom study of a language but 
guidance in such delicate matters as the understand- 
ing of Arab psychology and mores, the proper. way to 
receive Arab guests, the inculcation of a tactful— 








tors function in twenty-five of the newer villages. 
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rather than an over-eager—approach to the Arab. All 
this is done under difficult circumstances; there is 
little time for set study and the teacher must accom- 
pany the students to the fields and workshops and there 
teach them the terms most needed in intercourse with 
their neighbors. Furthermore, the teachers are each 
responsible for a few villages and must constantly 
journey from place to place in all types of weather and 
through desolate countryside. It is pioneering of a 
new and significant kind, pioneering that has called 
out the talents and peculiar capacities of a group 
which has hitherto contributed very little to the life 
of the Yishuv—Iraqian Jewry. Almost all the instruc- 
tors are from Baghdad and they have begun through 
this new undertaking to play an integral part in the 
realization of Zionism, a part for which no other Jews 
are so well fitted. 

Only isolated incidents in a large-scale, country- 
wide movement have been mentioned here. It is a 
movement towards a more thorough-going and realis- 
tic kind of rapprochement between Jews and Arabs 
than any Palestine has yet known. Surely, whatever 
the political developments of the future may be, the 
increased interracial cooperation and understanding 
of this year cannot fail to have some permanent and 
ameliorating effect. 


FORGOTTEN VILLAGES 


by Edward D. Kleinlerer 


: arm MOST original and colorful Jewish groups 
that I met during my wanderings in the Near East 
and North Africa, were the settlements of Jewish 
farmers, fellaheen like their Arab neighbors, that are 
scattered through that section. They impressed me as 
small Jewish oases in that vast Mohammedan desert. 
The most lasting impressions I have are those of the 
village of Mit Ghamr, in Egypt, and the settlement at 
Jeffren, in the very heart of mountainous Jebel 
Garian, in Lybia. 

Through Dr. Alfred Yallouz, a Jewish official in 
the Egyptian Ministry of Agriculture, I had the rare 
opportunity of coming in contact with the Jewish fel- 
laheen of Egypt and collecting information about 
their life and customs. Dr. Yallouz, who combines 
profound knowledge of the East and its languages 
with a thorough educational background, comes from 
a Jewish agricultural family in the region of Tanta, 
Egypt. Though he achieved a prominent position in 
Egyptian civil service, he has never abandoned his 
profound interest in the material and moral well- 
being of his people. 

Together we visited the Jewish agricultural villages 
in the region of Mit Ghamr as well as those situated 
in the localities of Kafr el Hataba and Sinou El Kofra. 
The first thing which struck me when I found myself 





among those Jewish fellaheen was their unusual ro- 
bust and agile appearance. Above all I was impressed 
by their extraordinary size. A height of six feet three 
inches is not unusual and I was surprised to meet men 
over eighty who were even taller. The Jewish fel- 
laheen, unlike most Egyptians, did not tend to obesity, 
and deformities among them were very rare—an in- 
significant number when compared to the many cases 
of deformity among the Moslem population. 

The general aspect of the Egyptian-Jewish village, 
as far as I could see, is not much different from that 
of their Moslem neighbors. There was, however, one 
substantial difference which raised the general sani- 
tary and moral level of the Jewish fellah above that 
of the Egyptian peasant: his dwelling differed substan- 
tially from that of the Moslem. There was more clean- 
liness, more care and, most striking, the cattle were 
put in a-separate place and not kept in the house. 
Water taken from the nearest canal is filtered by a 
special process that only the Jewish women know 
perfectly, and they guard their secret well. 

Like his Moslem neighbor the Jewish fellah in 
Egypt starts his hard day early and his work young. 
Even the youngest children help. Watching a large 
Jewish fellah family at their work in the field at the 
village of Mit Ghamr, I was surprised to find that the 
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gitls had Moslem names of Hanen, Nazli, Tefaha, and 
Fatma and that two Jewish boys were named Hussein. 
I was told then that it was customary in the Jewish 
agricultural villages in the Nile Valley to name 
children with the same names that are used among the 
Moslems. Hence the Fatmas and the Husseins among 
the younger and elder generations of the fellaben in 
the Mit Ghamr village. 

The Jewish fellaheen of the Mit Ghamr village use 
the coptic calendar, especially so far as the sowing 
dates are concerned. The religious prescriptions of 
ritual slaughter, “schechita,” are scrupulously observed 
as well as the prohibition against the use of milk and 
meat together. The ritual of the schechita is handed 
down from father to son. There is no hunting 
among them, but fishing is a popular sport and a 
means of varying the simple peasant diet. During the 
week the only beverage of the Jewish fellah in Egypt 
is water, but on Saturday he drinks a small quantity 
of liquor “for the joy of Sabbath.” 

The primitive patriarchal organization is noticeably 
prevalent among the fellaheen of Mit Ghamr and 
Kafr el Hataba. Although it has undergone substan- 
tial changes in the last few decades, it retains its 
main features. The wife takes up residence in the 
husband’s house and families of forty or fifty mem- 
bers are not uncommon. The elder brother and sister 
enjoy special consideration from younger members 
of the family. Younger brothers and sisters never call 
them by name, but address them as “my brother” 
or “my sister.” Unlike the situation among the 
Moslem fellaheen, divorces are very infrequent 
among the Jewish colonists. Polygamy occurs only in 
the case of sterility of the first wife. 

Perfect harmony exists between the Jewish fella- 
heen in Mit Ghamr, as well as in the two other vil- 
lages I visited, and their Egyptian neighbors. On every 
occasion the ties of friendship and perfect amity are 
manifest, and in their mutual relations Jewish and 
Moslem fellaheen use a language of chosen courtesy. 
The Jewish fellah is often asked to arbitrate disputes 
between Moslems, as he is highly praised for his 
honesty and integrity. 

The following episode happened in the Jewish ag- 
ricultural village of Kafr el Hataba, near Mansoura, 
shortly before my arrival there. A Moslem came to 
the village with some cotton for sale. He approached 
a Jewish fellah who happened to be at his prayers. 
The Arab did not notice this and explained the pur- 
pose of his visit, and offered the cotton at a certain 
price. The Jew did not wish to interrupt his prayers 
and left the Arab without answer. Thinking that the 
lack of reply meant refusal, the Arab lowered his 
price. The Jew in his religious fervor continued to 
pray. The Arab again reduced the price. The same 
silence followed. When the prayers were finished the 
Jew turned to the Arab and said, “My friend, I have 
agreed to your first price, but I could not express my 
consent with my voice, as I was praying. I have pur- 
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chased your cotton at that price and not at a lower 
price, otherwise my conscience would not be calm”. 

This and a similar story which I heard at the agri- 
cultural village of Mehall el Kobra, by far the small- 
est of the three numbering only about 50 Jewish 
fellaheen, are eloquent evidences of the high esteem 
in which the Jewish fellah of the Nile Valley is held 
by his Moslem neighbors. 


The tall, robust, trained peasants of the Jewish 
agricultural villages in the ancient land-of the Phar- 
aos, are attached to the land on which their ancestors 
have lived since biblical times. The acute agricultural 
crisis in Egypt and the general tendency towards ur- 
banization has only silghtly affected the Jewish agri- 
cultural communities. Moreover, those who aban- 
doned the villages have, with the easing of the eco- 
nomic crisis, returned to the soil and to the friendly 
relations which prevail among Jews and Moslems in 
rural Egypt. 


I FOUND the relations between the Jewish agricul- 
tural community of Jeffren and their Arab neigh- 
bors less friendly and much more restrained. The vil- 
lage is in the Jebel Garian plateau in Libya. I covered 
the distance from Tripoli to Jeffren in eight-hours, a 
journey that took two fatiguing days on camelback 
before the World War. But except for the modern 
transport nothing has changed in the landscape, as- 
pects, customs and usages of those inhabitants through 
many centuries. As before, the shifting sands are ap- 
palling and the ghibli, the Libyan desert wind, bites 
deeply and painfully into the skin and fills the eyes 
with burning sand. At the foot of the Jebel Garian 
the plain suddenly changes and is dotted here and 
there with white calcareous rocks while the road 
becomes narrower as it winds up mountainous slopes. 
Past the barring cones of Sidi Games, I found myself 
in the midst of the fertile Jebel Garian with bushes 
of yellow broom, dwarf trees, and rich green pastures. 
Jeffren is the only locality of the Jebel Garian 
plateau where remnants of the once strong, warlike 
and prosperous Jewish-Berber colonies survive till 
today. The Italian Colonel Francesco Coro, who since 
the occupation of Libya in 1912 devoted himself to 
the study of Arab and Jewish antiquities of Libya, told 
me that there were about 500 Jewish-Berbers in and 
around Jeffren. As a result of Justinian’s fierce perse- 
cutions of the Jews many of them fled to North Africa 
and found refuge among the Berbers of these moun- 
tainous regions. It is also generally believed that 
thanks to their influence many Berber tribes were con- 
verted to Judaism. That the Jewish-Berber settlements 
were quite numerous in these regions is obvious from 
the large number of ancient synagogues, cemeteries, 
and tomb stones which were found around Jeffren, 
Rehibat, Maraba, Nalut and other localities of the 
Jebel Garian and Jebel Nefousa mountain ranges. 
The Jewish-Berber farmers of Jeffren are robust, 
well-built African types who devote themselves al- 
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most exclusively to the plantations of saffran. They 
occasionally serve as artisans for the neighboring 
Arabs. The women wear clothes of colored stuffs and 
are remarkably handsome. They are noted for their 
dazzling white complexions. Their social status is al- 
most equal to that of men. The women of Jeffren 
emulate the daughters of ancient Judea in “weaving 
cloth and precious bands”. They winnow the barley 
after it is harvested and enjoy the privilege of sharing 
their husbands’ meals, a privilege denied the Arab 
women of the neighborhood. 

The primitive character of the agricultural village 
of the Jewish-Berbers of Jeffren denotes their ancient 
origin and their perfect identification with the African 
soil. I visited their ancient underground synagogue, 
the Ghriba, built over a thousand years ago when 
Jewish religious services in Africa had to be held in 
deep well-hidden caves. There are only six such 
Ghribas in the whole of North Africa. I will never 
forget the appalling impression which I felt creep- 
ing down into the cavern-synagogue of Jeffren. My 
attention was drawn to a stone on which was carved 
a candelabrum with five instead of seven branches. | 
noticed similar candelabrum some time later when I 
visited the other Ghriba in Libya near Serum. The 
five-branched caldelabrum imitates the Punic symbol 
of the hand with five open fingers. 

The Jewish farmers of Jeffren complained of the 
unfriendly attitude the Arabs maintain towards them 
and of the frequent clashes which they have to go 
through. This antagonism between the Jewish Berb- 
ers of Jeffren and the Arabs can be traced back many 
centuries to the time when the Jewish population of 
Jeffren and other localities of Jebel Garian identified 
themselves with the Berbers and fought on their side 
against the Arabs. Among the settlers of Jebel, in fact, 
the legend is still alive about the famous Jewish-Ber- 
ber warrior Arun ben Arun, who is supposed to have 
led the Berbers against the invading Arabs. Tales also 
persist about the Queen Cahena of the Berbers, who 
was from one of the Jewish-Berber tribes of South- 
Algeria, and extended her rule over these regions. 

Since Mussolini proclaimed himself “protector of 
Islam” and became the friend of the Arabs, their 
truculence and hostility against the Jewish farmers of 
Jeffren increased considerably. The spread of the 
war into Libya disturbed still more the small Jewish- 
Berber community and its cultivation of saffran on 
the mountainous slopes of Jebel Garian. Just as their 
coreligionists in the compact ghettos of Libya and 
Cyrenaica, in Tripoli, Homs, Sabratha and Benghazi, 
the Jewish-Berbers of Jeffren live in permanent fear 
of Arab fanaticism and of the unchecked, arbitrary 
rule of the Fascist satraps. The war may have already 
put its heavy hand on that unique Jewish-Berber agri- 
cultural village in Libya and as elsewhere the men of 
Jeffren may have been driven in labor gangs to build 
fortification and defense works along the Libyan- 
Egyptian border. 
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Crisis and Survival 


“THE WORLD CRISIS AND JEWISH SURVIVAL” by 
Abba Hillel Silver. Bloch Publishing Co. $2.50. 221 pp. 


“,.. millions are tolerated only as members of an inferior 
race. They are segregated—as to schools, residential districts, 
hospitals, travel, places of amusement. Millions are econom- 
ically handicapped because of race. They find it hard to get 
employment. They are restricted to the lower strata of the 
industrial life...” 

These sentences culled from Dr. Silver's stirring essays on 
“The World Crisis and Jewish Survival” would seem to 
adumbrate but another dreary repetition of Israel's present 
woes. But it is indicative of the author's catholicity of spirit 
that these words are contained in a scorching and searching 
excoriation of his complacent American compatriots, whose 
consecration to the ending of Nazism abroad has so recently 
been bespoken by their President, but who seem to find 
little inconsistency between such pretension and the practise 
of equally repugnant discrimination within their own fron- 
tiers, particularly toward the Negro to whom the fiery 
phrases quoted above refer. For it is the leitmotif of Dr. 
Silver's penetrating and prophetic volume that “what makes 
the present crisis so grave for the Jewish people, is the fact 
that it is a world crisis, not a localized disturbance and one 
in which the Jew alone is involved.” That is something of 
which some of our Jewish brethren cannot be too frequently 
reminded. Though admittedly our tragedy has been insuf- 
ferable; though, when one looks about this entire earth 
which Nazism has poisoned with its venom, there appears 
to be no pain more poignant, still, we Jews are apt to forget 
the vast multitudes in China, in Spain, in the conquered 
countries of Europe, as well as the “lesser breeds” at home, 
frequently without the protection of the law which the 
Jew usually enjoys at least in our own midst. It is salutary, 
therefore, that on the very first page of this commendable 
volume, we should be reminded of Midrashic counsel: 
“Every affliction in which Israel and the other nations share 
is indeed an affliction; that of Israel alone is not.” 


Notwithstanding the fact, however, that this broad spirit 
of universalism suffuses these essays and burgeons forth in 
paragraph after paragraph of flaming zeal for a better social 
order for all, for a larger measure of justice for the embattled 
workers of the world, for righteous economic adjustments, 
and universal peace, still, contrary to some of his rabbinic 
colleagues, of the Reform camp especially, Dr. Silver does 
not exhaust his message in a plea for a humanity-minus- 
Israel. He succeeds to a remarkable degree in harmonizing 
that sublime universalism with a deep and warm particular- 
ims, with a profound and unflinching loyalty to the people- 
hood of Israel, which unique harmonization has ever been 
the genius of our past. While his Zionism might be suspect 
to the zealots to whom Palestine must be “all or nothing,” 
he who has perhaps done as much as any other single in- 
dividual to make possible the rehabilitation of the Homeland 
and whose love for Zion breathes through his every spokeri 
word is not so chauvinistic as to omit from this more per- 
manent record of his Weltanschaung—or more especially, 
of his philosophy of Jewish life—this challenging appeal for 
the reconsecration of too much of our Diaspora life which 
has been seeking vicariously its moral and spiritual well- 
being through the proxy of the admitted epic of the Yishuv. 
Those who have thus offered Jewish nationalism as an 
“Ersatz” for Judaism forget, Dr. Silver vigorously reminds 
them, “that nationalism as such, unredeemed by a moral 
vision and responsibility, has sadly fragmentized our world, 
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provincialized its peoples, and is driving nations madly from 
one disaster to another; forget, further, that there is a widely- 
felt and widely-answered need for religion and religious in- 
stitutions even among peoples whose national life is already 
fully established, who are in their own lands, and who are 
possessed of a rich national culture . . . It is not possible 
to brush aside the spiritual needs of the Jews in the Dias- 
pora, and their problem of survival as Jews in lands outside 
Palestine, where most Jews will continue to live, merely by 
talking long, loud, and enticingly about Palestine.” 

But having in this wise rebuked those who would stress 
only the particularistic facet of the two-sided coin which 
alone has vouchsafed Israel’s passage to this day, he casti- 
gates, far more vitriolically, those who in taking in the entire 
forest of humanity have excluded the individual trees which 
Dr. Silver finds in the glory and grandeur of our Hebrew 
heritage. One might be somewhat disposed to chide him for 
his seeming loss of temper in referring to all the early 
founders of Reform Judaism in similar vein. Undoubtedly 
there were some—even many—who deserve his epithets of 
scorn. But there were at least a few who do not warrant in- 
clusion in the selfsame category from which Dr. Silver does 
not appear generous enough to admit of any exceptions. I 
find nowhere any suggested qualification of his seeming 
indictment of all the early leaders of Reform as being moti- 
vated solely by “Mah Yomeru Ha-Goyim?”, by their zeal to 
mimic the gentile, by their irresistible penchant for the 
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“hu Kats Ha-Goy.” Was there absolutely none who in all 
innocence may have committed the same error as do some 
of the nationalists, who beheld only one side of Israel's 
historic purpose and felt that its universalistic message alone 
sufficed:— even as Dr. Silver confesses, without impugning 
their motives, that there are those in the camp of Zionism 
who do not grasp with sufficient clarity the moral and spiri- 
tual mission (and we rejoice that quite contrary to the 
tendency of our misguided age, Dr. Silver is not afraid to 
use that historically accurate word) of the Jew? 

Not every devout Reformer warrants the unfortunate con- 
trast that while “.. . with Paul, the mission was a race to 
save the world. With the Reform Rabbi it was a rocking 
horse race.” It was not prejudice alone, nor the fear of the 
anti-Semite solely, which drove many of the founders of 
the Reform movement in Germany to seek, in conformity 
with the whole spirit of Israel’s past, to harmonize their 
ancient traditions with modern western civilization. Hence, 
it is rather ungenerous to have all of them characterized 
together as fit followers of the Apostle Paul who “ ; 
focussed their antinomist odium on the Talmud and Shul- 
chan Aruch. The Bible they spared, for after all, the Bible 
was sacred also to the Christians.” (italics ours). 

Meritorious as much of Dr. Silver's criticism of the extrem- 
ists among the Reformers, then and now, is, his imputing 
of such base motives to virtually the entire movement were 
tantamount to the anti-Zionists’ similarly far-fetched charge 
that all Jewish nationalism is but a like reaction to the ex- 
clusivism practised by the non-Jewish world. Nor is the 
argument convincing that the mission these early German 
Reformers sought to accomplish has been repudiated by 
their own (German) countrymen. By whom have they 
been repudiated? By Hitler? But since when have Israel’s 
arch enemies become the archetypes of our destiny? By the 
same token Mordecai was repudiated by Haman and the 
Maccabees by Antiochus. 

These strictures apart, it is a sound and sane Jewish way 
of life which Dr. Silver advocates. For him, there exists no 
fatuous “either ... or”: either Israel or God, people or faith, 
nation or religion. In true consonance with our entire past, 
he affirms: “Nation, land, language were always vital and 
indispensable concepts in Jewish life, indissolubly associated 
of course with religion. It was never a case of one or the 
other. They were all one, organically united.” Thus, Dr. 
Silver transcends the narrow and oftimes bigoted factional- 
ism which has frequently fragmentized Israel. He avoids 
the fanatical extremes, “the doctrinaires of the white or 
black”; and yet, with the firm conviction of our prophetic 
role in the world, linked with his passionate love for his 
people, he becomes one of the leaders of that current recon- 
struction of Reform Judaism (without having to have a 
newly-coined label of similar sounding vintage) which is 
seeking to fuse the best in Israel’s glorious universal vision— 
and mission—with the richest in its particular tradition. 

Thus he is not anxious over the survival of the Jew. Of 
that his profound faith assures him. The paramount problem 
for the Jew is, however, bow shall the Jew survive: nobly or 
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ignobly, with a sense of doom or destiny, surcharged with 
the feeling of “burden or mission.” There can be no ques- 
tion regarding Dr. Silver’s categoric answer. Nor can there 
be any doubt of the eager Yea which every Jew will say 
to his Jewish survival if he be but seized with the full 
appreciation of his people’s and his faith’s role in the story 
of mankind; a role magnificently retold in that eloquent 
peroration with which he concludes his essay on “The 
Re-discovery of Judaism.” Here, in but a few brief para- 
graphs written with his pungent and poetic style, is a re- 
capitulation of the whole of Jewish history which should be 
read and re-read and committed to memory and heart by 
every Jew and Jewess. 

“The World Crisis and Jewish Survival” is a potent anti- 
dote to our extremely bad case of Jewish jitters from which 
we Jews, on this continent particularly, so ingloriously are 
suffering. Though sounding the alarum in the ears of the 
complacent ones who are at ease in America by warning his 
compatriots that “anti-Semitism is not the slightly embaras- 
sing thing that it was in the past . . . to be counteracted by 
easy-going goodwill movements . . . but a powerful and 
dangerously imminent threat to American democracy . . . 
the same sinister force which destroyed one free country 
after another,” yet, in proud and valorous contrast to the 
craven, Dr. Silver sternly rebukes the “sha, sha” maxim 
silencers of our day and urges instead “audacious counter- 
attack” on all our traducers. For the Jew in America need 
“ask no favours. He deserves no disfavours,” inasmuch as he 
has too richly contributed to its greatness, to its very demo- 
cratic foundations, as Dr. Silver so extensively expatiates. 

Above all, Dr. Silver proclaims the irrefutable truth that 
we have been here before, that we have faced impending de- 
struction many times in our past and that with courage, with 
knowledge of our heritage, and with faith we have not only 
survived, but survived with dignity and blessing for other. 
To quote Dr. Silver's fervent and inspiring prose: 

“|. . our survival transpired not in some secluded 
Shangri-la . . . we did not vegetate in “assivity in some 
quiet, sequestered land far away from che world’s stern 
stresses and struggles. We achieved our survival in the 
very midst of the world’s mad and murderous arenas. We 
were exiled. We were driven from the face of the earth. 
We were scattered and broken, hounded and harassed 
through long and weary centuries. We clashed with great 
empires. We resisted mighty civilizations. We were sur- 
rounded by militant faiths which sought to absorb us or 
destroy us. We are today again upon the rack in the tor- 
ture chambers of the world. Nevertheless, we survived! 
... What we were able to do over and over again in the 
past, we may yet do again and again in the future. Noth- 
ing has fundamentally changed for us, neither the world’s 
mania for persecution, nor our own unbroken will to live.” 
In the present world crisis, Dr. Silver's volume would 

challenge Jewry to renewed loyalty to itself and, through 
such renewed loyalty, to reconsecrated leadership toward a 
rehabilitated Israel and a humanity reborn. 

MAURICE N. EISENDRATH 
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CORRESPONDENCE 





SPEAKING OF 
AMERICANIZATION 


HERE IS MUCH talk about Amer- 

icanization of aliens nowadays. But 
to adjust oneself to the American way 
of life is a matter of education and in- 
telligence. There are some newcomers 
who slowly adjust themselves by try- 
ing to forget the past in order to in- 
tegrate themselves into the American 
nation. By and by these grow into con- 
scientious citizens without forgetting 
that they are Jews. There are others 
who pretend to be Americans from the 
very first day they set foot on these 
shores. They give a show, but remain 
aliens all their lives, even among the 
Jewish people. 

On a bus a friend of mine met a girl 
whom he only slightly knew. She intro- 
duced him to two gentlemen. They 
were on the way to a movie. All of 
them left the bus together. My friend 
asked politely if he might join the 
party having nothing else to do for the 
evening. The two gentlemen coldly de- 
clared: “We don’t want your company. 
How are we to know that you are not a 
fifth columnist?” 

My friend looked at them in great 
surprise. He had not expected to hear 
that from fellow-refugees and asked for 
an explanation. “Well,” said one of 
them, “we have adapted ourselves and 
are Americans now.” 

“You are?” My friend ironically in- 
quired. 

“Yes,” They proudly answered. “We 
have even Americanized our names 
from Stein to Stone and from Klein to 
Small. And you still carry your silly 
German name. This is suspicious.” 

My friend laughed wholeheartedly at 
such stupidity and left the group. 
Those two young men are an example 
of what the talk about Americanization 
can do to persons who lack education 
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and intelligence. The two young men 
had evaded the real issue and so had 
become foolish fakes. 

On the other hand our American 
friends should use intelligence, too, in 
order to guide the newcomers care- 
fully, step by step, into adjustment. 
They should not ask for too much in 
the beginning and they should not re- 
ject them for utterly superficial reas- 
ons. How often do I hear Americans 
express themselves in this way: “Why 
are the German immigrants so arro- 
gant? We don’t like that trait and we 
won't have them around.”—One Amer- 
ican friend of mine told me the follow- 
ing joke which in his opinion char- 
acterized all refugees from Germany 
and Austria. 

Two refugee dogs, a very small dachs- 
hund and a somewhat bigger terrier, 
meet on Broadway. The terrier asks 
the dachshund: “How are you?” The 
dachshund declares that he doesn’t feel 
so well. “Have you found a job al- 
ready?” asks the terrier then. “No, it’s 
too hard,” answers the dachshund. “I 
am now in this country for six months 
and nothing has shown up yet. The 
natives here don’t recognize real Euro- 
pean culture and our great abilities.” 
Thereupon the terrier asks the tiny 
little dachshund: “And what were you 
back home?” The dachshund replies 
with all the pride he is able to muster: 
“Back home I was a St. Bernard!” 

Well, it’s true that many a refugee 
exaggerates when he speaks about his 
“glorious” past in Europe. Most of 
them seem to have been “big shots” or 
“millionaires”. The truth is that just 
these refugees were nothing but aver- 
age people. The real “big shots” won't 
talk about their “glorious past”. An 
outstanding personality manifests it- 
self without any ado. 

But these exaggerations must be un- 
derstood and seen in the right light. 
The refugee who usually had made his 
good living back home suddenly finds 
himself a beggar in a strange country. 
By necessity he develops an inferiority 
complex. He feels that he must do 
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something in order to restore his repu- 
tation. Is it any wonder that he says: 
“I am a nebbich now, but back home— 
oh, really, that was different. There I 
was some one!” 

When a fellow-refugee gives me the 
works about his “glorious” past, I pa- 
tiently and seriously listen to him. That 
creates in him a feeling of good com- 
panionship and keeps up his self-confi- 
dence. After he has finished his story, 
I quietly tell him: “Well, well, my dear 
friend, I am sure you were a great man 
and you have made a lot of money. But 
you must forget about it. If you want 
to get ahead again, you must start at 
the bottom. This country grants you 
every chance you desire. But you must 
build yourself up.” 

Please, my dear American friends, 
don’t smile about the newcomers when 
they tell their stories. Listen to them 
like good friends and try to help them 
to build their new lives by giving them 
a hand. Americanization starts with ed- 
ucation. Not every refugee is strong 
enough to overcome quickly his infer- 
iority feelings and to forget all at once 
the memories of the past. They need 
you, our American friends, to make 
them feel at home. Don’t think the 
European immigrants are arrogant. 
They are not. If you make them forget 
that they are strangers here, then they 
will become the most loyal and consci- 
entious citizens. 

Do understand their difficulties and 
invite them into your circles so that 
they can actually live to see the Amer- 
ican way of life! 

Max L. BERGES 





Best Wishes For A Happy New Year 





DAIRY FOQD SERVED AT ITS BEST 


VeNDeTaS 


DAIRY RESTAURANT 
2270 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 
BET. 81-82 STS. ENoicott 2-2030 




















Sincere Wishes for 





A Happy New Year 


1 
h 
bea 


LOTHES 


38 Conveniently 
Located Stores 





























NTIER 


| repu- 
» says: 
ome— 
here | 


ne the 
I pa- 
. That 
| com- 
-confi- 
story, 
y dear 
it man 
y. But 
| Want 
tart at 
's you 
| must 


riends, 
when 
them 
. them 
’ them 
ith ed- 
strong 
infer- 
t once 
- need 
make 
k the 
ogant. 
forget 
1 they 
onsci- 
s and 
» that 
A mer- 


GES 


























SEPTEMBER, 1941 


League for Labor Palestine 





ORMULATION of plans for the 

forthcoming year was the principal 
concern of the meeting of the Admin- 
istrative Committee held on Sunday, 
September 7, at the Pennsylvania Hotel, 
in New York City. The Committee 
set aside the months of October, No- 
vember and December 1941 as League 
Memebrship Campaign months. 

In view of the fact that no successor 
to Dr. Joseph Diamond has yet been 
designated as Executive Director of 
the League, the members of the Ad- 
ministrative Committee will undertake 
to visit the various chapters during the 
three months of special membership 
effort, to stimulate and direct the chap- 
ters in their activities. 

“Increased numerical as well as finan- 
cial support for the Histadrut consti- 
tute our prime task this year,” declared 
Dr. Seidel, “and the members of the 
Administrative Committee must work 
with the chapters to achieve our com- 
mon goal.” Chapters will be furnished 
with lists of prospective members as 
well as with appropriate literature, and, 
of course, with general instructions on 
Membership Campaign; also speakers 
whenever feasible. 

It was voted to issue a League Bul- 
letin, appearing about six times a year 
to suplement membership contact with 
Labor Palestine developments and ac- 
tivities. The Bulletin will include 
League Chapter news. Chapters are 
urged to send the national office regu- 
larly and frequently, detailed reports 
of their plans and activities. ; 

The report of the Finance Commit- 
tee, by Mr. Ralph Wechsler, National 
Treasurer; and Mr. Harry Burston, 
Chairman of the Finance Committee, 
was approved. The salient feature of 
this report is the heavily-increased pro- 
jected expenditure on Education and 
Publications, including a comprehen- 
sive Handbook which the Educational 
Committee is now preparing for mem- 
bers and prospective members of the 
League. 

Mr. I. Sankowsky, Chairman of the 
Philadelphia Chapter, reported that 
their Executive Committee discussed 
several plans for the new year. They 
have made preparations for the first 
general membership meeting of the 
season, a “President’s Night,” i. e. a 
reception to the National President, 
Dr. Seidel, Sunday evening, September 
28, 1941. 

Mr. M. Schneider reported that a 
new chapter will be organized in Balti- 
more on September 18 at the home of 
Dr. Seidel. Mr. Herman Lazarus will 
be the guest speaker at that meeting. 

Rabbi Samuel Wohl, it was an- 
nounced by Dr. Seidel, represented the 
League as a Fraternal Delegate at the 


Convention of the Zionist Organiza- 
tion of America held in Cincinnati, 
September 6-9. The Administrative 
Committee heard a report of the pro- 
ceedings of the First National Confer- 
ence of the English-Speaking Groups 
of the Poale Zion held in New York 
City on August 29-31, from the 
League’s Fraternal Delegates to the 
Conference: Miss Susan Brecher, Pinc- 
has Cruso, and Ellis Radinsky. 

Two changes in the personnel of the 
Administrative Committee were ap- 


proved. Mr. Morris Lieberman of De- 
troit was added to the membership of 
the Committee, his business activity 
occasioning sufficiently frequent visits 
to New York to afford him the oppor- 
tunity of active participation in the 
work of the Committee. The resigna- 
tion for reasons of health, of Miss Fran- 
ces Wasserman, was accepted with re- 
gret, as she had been an active worker. 
Miss Wasserman will continue to be 
active in her local chapter, the Kadi- 
mah Chapter in Brooklyn, New York. 




















































































































(Ve wish all our friends and 
patrons and all the Jewish 
people—a year of health, 
happiness and prosperity 
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Brenner of Los Angeles (Mrs. Clara 
T. Chernus) and Bialik of Brooklyn, 
New York (Miss Blanche Silverman) 
have reported on their plans for the 
forthcoming year. Mrs. Chernus reiter- 
ated the indebtedness of the chapter to 
Mrs. Yona Shamir, the “guiding spirit” 
of the chapter, for her invaluable assis- 
tance and leadership. Miss Silverman 
reported that the Bialik Chapter which 
has sponsored several social outings for 
its membership during the summer 
months, will hold its first organization- 
al meeting of the year on Sunday, Sep- 
tember 14, in the form of an opening 
party and Installation of the new of- 
ficers. 


Mr. Samuel Duker, Chairman of the 


Membership and Organization Com- 
mittee, was authorized to reorganize 


New York Metropolitan Council 


as soon as possible. Chapters in Great- 
er New York will be asked to elect two 
delegates each to the Council. 
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Letters From Members of British Parliament 


The following are only a few of the numerous letters received by 
Mr. Albert K. Epstein, Chicago, who was instrumental in placing a 
large number of British M. P.’s on our gift subscription list: 


From: 
James A. MALcoLm: 


It was most kind of you to sub- 
scribe to Jewish Frontiet* on my 
behalf. I have just received the De- 
cember 1940 copy of the Journal 
and find it most interesting and 
wish it success in its efforts to help 
the Jewish Cause, which will assur- 
edly triumph with the certain vic- 
tory of the British Empire. 


GEOFFREY LEM. MANDER: 


We are all confident of victory 
over here, although no doubt diffi- 
cult times are ahead, and I certain- 
ly feel that victory would not be 
complete unless it results in the de- 
finite establishment of the Jewish 
National Home in Palestine. I shall 
look forward to being kept in touch 
with this through the publication 
which you have been so very kind 
to arrange for me to see. 


Lorp STRABOLGI: 


I much apreciate your kindness 
in having the Jewish Frontier sent 





to me. I shall read it with great 
interest. 

I, too, fully realize and understand 
the struggles in which the Jewish 
people have been engaged against 
tyranny, and I think you are aware 
of the support I have always given 
to the upbuilding of the Jewish 
National Home. 

We in England shall not lose 
faith. And we are greatly encour- 
aged and heartened by the wonder- 
ful help we are getting from our 
friends in America. 


ELLEN WILKINSON: 


We in England appreciate very 
much the support that is being 
given to us by the American people 
in our great fight against Fascism. 
We appreciate also the help in every 
field that is being given to us by the 
Jewish people who were the first 
victims of Nazi tyranny. 


H. G. NIcHOLSON: 


Dr. Weizmann would tell you I 
have always been a firm supporter of 
the Zionist cause and shall be very 
glad to receive the Jewish Frontier 





which you so kindly offer to send 
me. 


Pur Noe. BAKER: 


I am very grateful to you for sub- 
scribing for me to the Jewish Fron- 
tier. I have, as you may know, al- 
ways tried to do my best for the 
Jewish cause, and this publication 
will, I am sure, prove very useful 
to me in preparing speeches on the 
subject. 


JostaH _C. WEDGwoop: 


Someone already sends me the 
JEWISH FRONTIER and I often read 
it with interest and approval. 


Mayor Henry Procror: 


We are doing everything possible 
to fight the battle for simple human- 
ity and justice and the elimination 
of cruelty and destruction in this 
world. 

It is very good of you to subscribe 
for me to the Jewish Frontier. No 
copy of this has so far arrived, but 
no doubt it will turn up in the near 
future, and I shall read the publica- 
tion with interest. 

I am doing everything I can, as a 
Zionist to help to build up the 
Jewish National Home in Palestine. 
I hope that you on your side will, 
wherever possible, stimulate all aid 
to our people here. 
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NATIONAL LABOR 
COMMITTEE FOR 
PALESTINE 


20,000 Attend Chicago 
Histadrut Day 


Over 20,000 friends of Labor Pales- 
tine flocked to the annual Histadrut 
Day at Riverview Park, Chicago, on 
Sunday, August 31, fo stage the largest 
mass demonstration for the Histadrut 
ever conducted in America. The outing 
was sponsored by the Landsmanshaften 
Division of the Geverkshaften Cam- 
paign, and was attended en masse by all 
affiliated organizations of the drive. 

Maurice Samuel, noted author and 
lecturer, and Isaac Hamlin, national 
secretary, were the principal speakers 
of the day. Following a colorful demon- 
stration featuring placards and a par- 
ade, the entire audience pledged its 
solidarity with the Histadrut in its 
struggle to preserve the Jewish posi- 
tions in Palestine and fortify Palestine 
as a democratic stronghold. 

Charles Posin acted as general chair- 
man of the Histadrut Day. Henry 
Dubow, chairman of the Landsman- 
shaften Division was in charge of the 
program. Among the greetings extend- 
ed were those of the Chicago Federa- 
tion of Jewish Unions, by President 
Nachman Sugarman; the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union, by 
Vice-President Morris Bialis; the Chi- 
cago Geverkshaften Campaign by 
Chairman Julius Ginsburg; the Federa- 
tive Committee of the Poale Zion, by 
Dr. Herman Pomerantz; and others. 
Henry Lax, executive secretary of the 
Chicago campaign worked indefatig- 
ably for the success of the event. 

A special program was conducted by 
the Jewish National Workers’ Alliance, 
under the chairmanship of Robert 
Wechsler. Speakers included Chavera 
Gingold of the Pioneer Women, Dr. 
B. Friemer of the J.N.W.A. and Isaac 
Hamlin. 


Preparations for New Drive 
Underway 


Intensive preparations are being 
made in New York for launching the 
1941-2 Histadrut campaign. At a spec- 
ial meeting of the administrative com- 
mittee, a first-hand report of recent de- 
velopments i in the Histadrut was given 
by Yehudith Simhonith, who has re- 
cently arrived from Palestine. Chavera 
Simhonith stressed the vital function of 
the Histadrut in the defense of Pales- 
tine both on the military and economic 
fronts. 

The first gun of the 1941-2 drive 
will-be fired in St. Louis where the in- 
itial conference will take place Sep- 
tember 5-7. At the same time, the an- 
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nual conference of the New York City Boston Histadrut Day 

branches of the J.N.W.A. at Unser Over 6,000 New England friends of 
Camp will consider plans for the cam- the Histadrut attended the Histadrut 
paign. Day at the Workmen’s Circle camp 
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near Boston on August 17th. Meyer 
Brown, recently arrived from Palestine, 
was the principal speaker at the event 
which registered a new high in the 
popularity of the Histadrut. The two- 
day celebration included a series of di- 
visional conferences for planning the 
practical work for the new year. 


$62,000 Cabled to Histadrut 
During August 


Fulfilling its pledge to send at least 
$25,000 monthly during the summer 
to the Histadrut, the National Labor 
Committee has cabled more than its 
minimum by sending $62,000 in Aug- 
ust alone. The warm response from 
coast to coast proved that scores of 
communities did not close shop during 
the summer but remained awake to the 
critical needs of this war period. As we 
go to press many cities are rushing 
their balances to the national office be- 
fore the fiscal year ends. 


IN THE POALE ZION 


The Conference of the 
English Speaking Branches 


The National Conference of the 
English speaking branches and the 
older Habonim clubs, took place dur- 
ing the Labor Day week-end at the 
Riverside Plaza in New York. One 
hundred and twenty-five delegates and 
guests were present at the Oneg Shab- 
bath Friday evening, at which Levi 
Soshuk presided. Yehudith Simchonit, 
the delegate of the Moatzat Hapoalot, 
left a deep impression on her listeners 
with her brief address about the Pales- 
tine front, and with a call to the Amer- 
ican Yugnt to support the rebuilding 
of Palestine. 


The main speaker of the evening 
was Chaver Hayim Greenberg. His 
analysis of Zionism served as an intro- 
duction to the general discussion at the 
Conference. 


The Saturday session, under the 
chairmanship of Julius R. Cogan of 
Chicago, was devoted to the problems 
of Zionism. The paper was read by 
Abe Cohen of New York. The session 
on Saturday afternoon was devoted to 
problems on war and socialism. Chav- 
era Rose Crupsky read the paper on 
Socialism and Chaver Yishai Bronitsky 
discussed the problems of war. 


A debate then followed on whether 
America should immediately declare 
war against Germany. The majority of 
the delegates were of the opinion that 
such an act would be of major import- 
ance in the struggle of the democracies 
against Hitler. 


The Sunday morning session was de- 
voted to the problems of Jewish com- 
munity life in America. Levi Soshuk’s 
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address on the subject touched upon 
many problems: Jewish education, wel- 
fare funds, community councils, etc. 

At Sunday’s afternoon session David 
Breslau reported on behalf of the Or- 
ganizational and Educational Commit- 
tee. The following resolutions were 
adopted: 

1. To recommend to the Central 
Committee and to the forthcoming 
Poale Zion Convention to adopt a more 
appropriate name for the organization. 

2. To recommend to the Central 
Committee to engage an executive sec- 
retary and a field organizer. 

3. To change the dues system from 
monthly payments to quarterly pay- 
ments. 

4. To incorporate the shekel in the 
dues payments. 

5. To establish Labor Zionist centers 
in the larger communities. 

6. To issue a weekly membership 
bulletin, a quarterly and timely pamph- 
lets. 

The Conference elected the follow- 
ing members to serve.on the Adminis- 
trative Committee: Abraham Cohen, 
Levi Soshuk, Laible Hoffmitz, Nathan 
Guttman, Zelda Modoi, Ben Halpern, 
Joe Boxenbaum, all of New York; and 
Irving Levitas, Washington; Julius R. 
Cogan, Chicago; Saadia Gelb, Los An- 
geles; Kopel Weinstein, Baltimore. 

The Conference adjourned Sunday 
evening with an address by David 
Wertheim, Secretary of the Poale Zion. 


PIONEER WOMEN’S 
ORGANIZATION 


Reception for Yehudith 
Simchonit, Palestine Delegate 

Yehudith Simchonit, delegate of the 
Working Women’s Council in Pales- 
tine to the Pioneer Women’s Organiza- 
tion, has finally arrived in the United 
States. Here on her second visit, she is 
the ninth consecutive envoy the Work- 
ing Women’s Council has sent to this 
country during nine years. A reception 
in her honor will be tendered on Sun- 
day evening, September 14th, 8 o'clock 
at the Hotel Pennsylvania. The pro- 
gram will include a program of Jewish 
folk songs by Sidor Belarsky. 


Following her initial appearances in 
New York, the Palestinian delegate 
will make a transcontinental organiza- 
tional and lecture tour through the 
United States and Canada. She will 
also be guest speaker at various con- 
ferences and major functions of the 
clubs. 


Regional Conferences 


The first of a series of regional con- 
ferences to be held during the 1941-2 
season will be held in New York on 


September 13, 14 and 15 at the Hotel 
Edison. A large representation from 
clubs in the Eastern region is expected. 
The general theme of the conference 
is: EXPANSION OF THE PRO- 
GRAM OF THE WOMEN IN 
AMERICA, PARALLELING THE 
PALESTINIAN PROGRAM. The 
conference will confine itself to three 
phases of the work: 1) organization 
work 2) development of the cultural 
program 3) coordination of funds. 

Seven regional conferences in other 
parts of the country are now being 
planned: 1) Eastern Canada 2) West- 
ern Canada 3) Pacific Coast 4) Ohio- 
Michigan 5) Middle West 6) South 
7) Texas. 


Seminar in Connection with 
Eastern Conference 


Following the Eastern Regional 
Conference delegates and members will 
participate in a seminar on THE JEW 
IN THE PRESENT WORLD CON- 
FLICT to be held at Hotel Edison on 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 
September 15, 16 and 17. The seminar 
consists of five parts: 1) The Cultural 
Outlook: Historic Trends in Jewish 
Life— David Wertheim; Havoc 
Wrought by War to Jewish Cultural 
Life in Europe—Hayim Greenberg. 
2) The Political Outlook: Political 
Problems of the Jewish People—Na- 
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hum Goldman. 3) The Economic Out- 
look: The Economic Crisis in Jewish 
Life—Jacob Leschinsky; Facing the 
Problems of Jewish Homelessness— 
Arieh Tartakover. 4) Whither Jewish 
Colonization?: Jewish Colonization 
Projects—Rabbi Cohen, Arieh Tarta- 
kover, Jacob Leschinsky; Immigration 
in Palestine as a Jewish Common- 
wealth—I. Mereminski. 5) The Jew in 
the World of Tomorrow—Baruch 
Zuckerman; Future of Polish Jewry— 
N. Kantrowitz. 


Transmissions to Palestine 


During the summer months $10,000 
was transmitted to the Working Wom- 
en’s Council in Palestine for the train- 
ing of women and girls for new voca- 
tions in agriculture and industry, as 
well as for special defense services. 


Summer Activities 
Under the direction of a special 


committee on summer activities, con- 
sisting of Dr. May Bere, Sara Feder, 
Dvora Rothbard, Sonia Kamanetsky, 
Rivka Wohl, Feigel Berkenblitt, Dunia 
Margolis and Rachel Siegel, special 
projects, affairs and outings were con- 
ducted in various summer colonies and 
camps. Among these were Pioneer 
Women’s Day outings to the Hechal- 
utz Farm at Cream Ridge on August 
17th and at Unser Camp, on July 26th; 
an affair at Kay's Inn, Sea Gate, during 
the week-end of July 26th; member- 
ship tea at Pine Lake, Peekskill; Beach 
party at Brighton Beach, August 31st 
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and September 1st; affairs at the col- 
onies of Tel Aviv, Ranana and Hill- 
side during the Labor Day weekend. 


Visits to Clubs 


Clubs were visited by the following 
members during July and August: May 
Bere—Peekskill; Sara Feder—Pitts- 
burg, at Thrift Luncheon and Unser 
Camp, July 26; Dvora Rothbard—Pas- 
saic, Cream Ridge and at Colony Tel- 
Aviv, Leat, Highland Mills; Bert Gold- 
stein—Sea Gate, Membership Tea; Es- 
ther Kramer of Toronto—Hamilton. 


Representation 


The national executive was repre- 
sented at the windup affair of the 
Geverkshaften Campaign in New York 
by Dvora Rothbard; at Histadrut Day 
in Boston by Sonia Kamenetsky, Aug- 
ust 17th, at J.N.F. “Day” in Unser 
Camp, by Sara Feder. 
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fire You Interested 7 


1. ... in a progressive Jewish national environment, congenial and 
intelligent comradeship, and a social and cultural program to meet 
your needs and interests? 








. in “doing something” about the many problems confronting us 
as Americans and as Jews? 


. in helping the Histadrut in Palestine,—our pioneering vanguard, 
—in the upbuilding of the Jewish homeland there? 


. in a fraternal program based on self-help and mutual aid, 
whereby the member and his family can receive the benefits of low 
cost cooperative life insurance, and disability, hospitalization and 
juvenile insurance? 


5. ...inan active Jewish organization that combines all these features 
in an attractive and interesting manner? 


: IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR ALL THESE THINGS, YOU CAN FIND 
General Office: THEM ONLY IN THE JEWISH NATIONAL WORKERS’ ALLIANCE,— 
251 Fourth Ave. THE LABOR ZIONIST FRATERNAL ORDER! 


New York City Write for more Information. 


tah National Workers’ Alliance 
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